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297rn Concress, Ist Session, 
a 
tain this request was that of the very men who are 
now proposing to save so much money by execu- 
ting Me work for so much less. These very men 
_—one of them, at least, to his (Mr. B.’s) know- 
ledee—went before the committee, and testified 
that, unless the former rates were restored, the 
public printer would be ruined. And yet these 
very men, who thus testified before the committee, 
in the ease of Gales & Seaton, that, unless the old 
rates were restored, the public printer would be 
ruined, now come before the House, and propose 
io do it at a reduction of twenty-five per cent. 
Did any man in the House—would any man in 
the nation—be so credulous as to believe that these 
men really believed that the present rates of com- 
pensation were SO eXtravagant as they affected to 
represent that they were? ‘They had involved 
themselves in this dilemma: either their memorial 
js untrue, or the testimony they gave in the case 
of Gales & Seaton was untrue. His own belief 
was, that both praerenee were made purely for 
political effect. He trusted the House was bold 
enough to resist all such attempts. He believed 
the people of the country were sufficiently well 
aienal to understand the motives and object of 
all such attempts. 

Yesterday, the honorable gentleman from Ken- 
tucky informed the House that he was a strict con- 
structionist, and asked him (Mr. B.) in what part 
of the constitution of the United States, or in the 
resolutions of ‘98, could be found the power to es- 
tablish a political press. When he (Mr. B.) made 
such a proposition, it would be time enough for 
him to look up that clause of the constitution 
which justified such a procedure. He had not 
proposed to establish, by government patronage, a 
wlitical press. All that he proposed was, that that 
aw should be adhered to which had regulated the 
public printing from the days of Washington to 
the present time—even under the pure administra- 
tion, as the gentleman characterized it, of the hon- 
orable gentleman fom Massachusetts. It was not 
necessary for him to defend a proposition which he 
had never made, and which he assured the gentle- 
man from Kentucky he never would make. But 
if, hereafter, under any political hallucination, he 
should attempt to make a proposition for the estab- 
lishment of a government press, he supposed he 
could find in the constitution the power to do so just 
as readily as he could the power to open canals, to 
constructrailroads, or tocharter corporations. ‘The 
same latitude of construction which justified these 
measures, justified the establishment of a govern- 
ment press. The honorable gentleman had under- 
taken toremind him that he was from the Accomac 


district, and that his (Mr. B.’s) illustrious predeces- | 


The 


sor was one of the foremost in this reform. 


honorable gentleman thus seemed to admonish him | 
to be careful how he departed from the footsteps of | 


that predecessor. He believed that the honorable 
gentleman himself came from the Lexington dis- 
trict; and perhaps it might sound strangely in his 
ears that the district which he (Mr. B.) represented 
expected him to think for himself. 


trict, as in some others, the representative of the 
people was not permitted to exercise his own free 
Judgment, but was bound to follow in the footsteps 
of illustrious predecessors, [a laugh.] 


resent never disgraced itself in sending to that 
House such a shackled representative. But the 
honorable gentleman from Kentucky, not satisfied 
with giving him an illustrious predecessor, whose 


political course he was bound to follow with im- | 


plicit faith, had proceeded farther, and, in an effort 
to parry the charge of inconsistency which he had 


fastened upon him, attempted to charge him (Mr. | 


B.) with political inconsistency. He, (Mr. B.,) 


in convicting the gentleman from Kentucky of an | 
inconsistency pertinent to the subject before the | 

ouse, had only had occasion to refer to his vote, |! 
standing on the records of the House, in order to | 


H 


show that, although now declaiming so violently 
about extravagant expenditures for the public 
printing, he had actually been guilty of voting 
money out of the public treasury as a gratuity to 


Perhaps he | 
{Mr. D.] took it for granted that in Accomac dis- | 


As he be- | 
lieved, that district which he had the honor to rep- | 
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partisaneditors. The gentleman might take either 
horn of the dilemma; it was perfect: 
He { Mr. 
leave to thre country the decisi n 
them had taken the course most 

the purity of the press—he¢ 


he misht 
B.) would 


to which of 


choose the one or the othe rs 


likely to corrupt 
e W ho Was only adhe ring 
} ily prevailed un- 
der the law, or the gentleman from Kentueky, who 
voted large eyatuiti S to | artisan edi Whe hi- 
ever he (Mr. B.) should be convicted of voting 
gratuities to party editors, then he would indeed 
deserve to be branded as guilty of sec 
rupt the party press. But the gentleman did not 
choose to confine himself to accusations of ineon- 
sistency in reference mere ly to the question before 
the Hlouse: he had travelled out of the record, a 
the lawyers Say, in order to inform the ELlouse that, 
in 1840, he (Mr. B.) wasa Whig, and had, at on 
period, made Whig speeches in Ohio. He told the 
gentleman that he was totally misinformed. Tle 
dishked the appearance of vanity—the egotism 
which speaking of himself implied. ‘The remark 
of the gentleman, however, made it necessary to 
vive aformal contradiction of hisstatements. The 
first vote that he (Mr. Bb.) had ever given in his 
life was for General Jackson, in 1832, against the 
venerable gentleman from Ma: [A 
member—Mr. Clay.] He thanked his colleague 
for the correction: 1t was against the Magnus Ap- 
pollo of Ke ntucky that he had east his vote in fa- 
vor of General Jackson. 

Mr. DAVIS. May | ask the gentleman a ques- 
lion fr 

The SPEAKER. Yes, if the gentleman admits 
it, and it be in explanation. 

Mr. BAYLY. lL am ready to hear the question. 

Mr. DAVIS. Lask the gentleman, then, wheth- 
er he did not vote for General [Harrison ? 

Mr. BAYLY. I believe | can answer that ques- 
tion to your satisfaction. In 1836, the competi- 
tors for the presidency were Martin Van Buren, 
Hugh L. White, and Wm. H. Harrison. 1 be- 
lieved that Judge White was as good a republican 
as Mr. Van Buren. Both were against the bank; 
both were against internal improvements. Judge 
White denicd the power of Congress to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia. Mr. Van 
Buren, although he repudiated the propriety of 
CXe reising’ the power, admitted its existence; and 
in that contest, I voted in the State of Virginia, 
and supported Judge White for the presidency, 
and cast my vote for him, against General Har- 
rison. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Speaker, may [—— 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
Virginia give way for explanation ? 

Mr. DAVIS. May I then ask the gentleman 
whether he addressed any Whig meetings in Ohio ? 

Mr. BAYLY. During my peregrinations in 
Ohio—not political peregrinations, for I was at- 
tending to private business—it happened that I 
was called on to make a speech at Columbus, on 
occasion of the great Whig festival there; and 
with that invitation I complied. [Laughter.] Well, 
gentlemen may laugh; but let me tell them what 
was the purport of my speech on that occasion. 
Did I recommend or advocate any of the Federal 
measures of the gentleman from Kentucky? No, 
sir. And I never shall forget that my denuncia- 
tions of abolitionism, and the general tone and 
tenor of my speech were considered so very mal 
apropos by the Whig leaders, that they were very 
glad to get clear of me. [Renewed laughter. ] And, 
sir, although I had some little reputation then asa 
public speaker, yet, after the specimen of my ora- 
tory which I gave them on that occasion, and not- 
withstanding they were hard run for speakers, I 
can assure you that they did not afterwards honor 

| me with any invitations to address Whig meetings. 
[Laughter.] And, let me’ here add, sir, that for 
the activity with which I opposed the election of 
General Harrison, I was visited with a bitterness of 
denunciation perhaps rarely heaped on any other 
man. I was then, as now, in the Accomac dis- 
trict, and it was then the boasted banner distgict 
of the Union. It was precisely at that dark hour 
| that, in that district, | was most active in main- 


to the system which had uniforn 


wor 


' 
Kihe’ to cor- 


s ichu sels, 


from 
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taining the great State-rights and Democratic pn 

} ’ } } . 
ciples to which T have ever been, and I trust fey 
shall be, devotedly attached. Of the part taken 
by me in the last conte st, it is not for 
speak. It is enoueh to say I never 
I never maintained a Federal princy 


mie to 
ive a Federal 
le. | 
have never failed, to the utmost of my ability 
maintiun the prineiples which disti wuish the De 
mocracy of Virginia. 

Thus, (Mr. B. continued.) the gentleman from 
Kentucky, from that brief recapitulation of his 


hum kc 


vote, 


political career—the necessity for which 
he regretted—could judge whether he had been 
well informed when he said that, at any time, he 
(Mr. B.) had been an active Whig 
lone star of the 
’ENDLETON, |—(a laugh )—could sustain him 
hat he had stated relative 
He advised the gentleman from Ke 
er he wished to vel informed of his ( 
mwh district, to make 
iguuiries., "There 


puilon entertained of his 
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to hus past public 
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Che ventleman from Kentucky had been pl 
to go on and say that, although in profes 
(Mr. B.) Was Oppose d to what he call 
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practised that 
which the 
Wus 


HiOUS § 


ystem, it W 
a 

rentioman was hini 

ul Harri 
Did not all the 
in th ut Elouse recolleet the boasts— yes, al 
the 


a member of his cabinet? 


le wil en he Ciai 
hle 


1 
Boworat 


+} ot 
the course of Grener 


Into powe1 ? erent 


Hien 
ote Vv 


} . ok. ie 
we Obl that loot V 


boasts—of rose ription Mh 


Did they not know that 

there were more victims made of Democrats in thi 

one short month of Gen. Hlarrison’s ad 

tion than were saerificed the whole term 

Mr. Van Buren? How was the fuet 
ut 


rain 
durin 
how? ine 
tleman complained of Democratic proseripti 
(Mr. B.) was credibly informed, a n 
fice-holders in Washington at th 

- and how had th V 
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Democratic party | 


ren 
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jority o the ofthe 
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rot imto ofl 
hot 


been in the ascendeney ever 


since 1801—with the exception of a short interval 
during j 


the admiunistration of the venerable cents 
Massachusetts, and a portion of 
of General Harrison. If the Democratic 


party had been as proscriptive as was represented 


man from 


teri 


the 


— ifthe members of that party were such unprin- 


cipled spoilsme nas they we re ae used of being by 
the gentleman from Kentucky, how did it happen 
that there were so many Whig monuments of 
Democratic clemency in this very city of Wash- 
ineton ? This one single fact de stroyed all the 
violent declamation, all the groundless assertions, 
of the gentleman. He (Mr. B.) opposed the fret 
to the assertion of the gentleman, and left the de- 
cision to the country. But there had been another 
remark made by the gentleman, in reference to his 
(Mr. B.’s) inconsistency, which it was proper to 
notice. The gentleman had asserted that he (Mr. 
B.) had, at one time, denounced the editor of the 
Richmond Enquirer, whom he had so highly eu- 
logized yesterday. He cared not who was the 
informant of the gentleman; but he knew well that 
a word of censure, applied to the private character 
of the honorable man alluded to, never had es- 
caped his lips. True, he had-+ad occasion to differ 
from him on political grounds. He differed from 
him on the sub-treasury question, when first pro- 
posed; and on other questions he had entertaimed 
different opinions from the venerable gentleman: 
but never one syllable of censure had escaped his 
lips. In his humble opinion, a purer man than 
the late editor of the Enquirer did not breathe. In 
his opinion, he was at all events as pure—as ele- 
vated above all selfish and ignoble motives—as 
earnestly devoted to principle—as the editors of 
the National Intelligencer, on whom the gentleman 
from Kentucky, notwithstanding his great dislike 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


sf nee d suc h t clowimn r €u- 
ventieman from 


y back to re- 


pane vri had pronou 
ory. But as to the att ick of the 
Kentucky upon Mr. Ritchie, by goin 


‘ 
1 
i 


avo with reference to General 


marks made years 
oO olten bee h pre 


Jackson, and which have 
only fitted to excite a smile. 
“i » ) 

. which have so uniformly 

tye » ahbiect. will } qually harm- 
d to reach their object, will be equaily harm 
‘There in the the 
her w ho now Lo dire et thre r course 
of any the 
which 
had when abler men. 

entleman from Kentucky in ted that he 
1 


1 to defeat his purpose of economizine the 


} 


ented 


to the country, it wa 
rr . . 
Lhese poisoned arrow 
fail 


less now. nothing arm oft 


1 . 

undertakes 
’ 4} j 

ehean excite in Ww minds 
‘ sarvil : 

hat they will rece 


eee 
pomted by 


ive a fores 


re for the public printing. It was not so. 
Mr. B. ired to fulfil the law as it stood, 

wide for the execution of the printing at 20 
charred by Gales & 
time, to raise < 
ne the whole 
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than the rates 


at the same a committee 


it would be to exan sub- 


corre nd such reforms may be 


wy. But he was not willing to aban- 


stem which had prevailed since the foun- 
crude and hasty 
entleman from Ke ntucky. 
e details. They must have 
of the subj et. And 
their duty to re form these 


dation of the Government in the 


mode proposed by the ; 
all th 
ration 
they felt it to be 
old prar ties of the 
enute ly nd calmly —in the ri 


They must have 
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when 


eral Wnive 


Government, let it he done 
pirit, and not 
for mere party purposes, He had no 
pres 


re to prevent r form, if reform were neces 


desire to 
nt a full examination of the subject—no de- 
ary. 
the whole matter placed, if 
on which it 
Ile therefore propose d to 
red by him yest 
information of the House, he would 
read by the Clerk. 
The amendment was read. 
Mr. BAYLY then proposed the follow ing as an 


additional resolution: 


H{le wished to have 
Te) ible ~ona better basi ay and one 
ould in future rest. 
modify the amendment off 
and, for the 
ask it to be 


raay s 


Resolved, further, That aselect committee of five 
be appointed, to w hich the whole 
printing for the two Houses of Congress shall be 
referred; and that instructed to 
inquire whether any, and what, change can be 
made in the present mode of executing the 
particularly w hether 1t would be better to let it to 
the lowest bidder, or have it done by a press es- 
tablished and owned ’ and, if 
not, whether the price, as fixed by law, can be re- 
duced. 

Mr. B. proceeded to say, that the two resolu- 
tions were before them, and it was for the House 
to say which of the two was submitted in good 
fuith? He proposed to introduce the law as it was, 
to allow the public printing to go on, and, in the 
mean time, appoint a committee to examine the 
whole subject, and report to this Flouse on the 
subject, so as to put the printing on a proper foot- 
ing. ‘That was his plan—a feasible and practicable 
plan ; not like that of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky. What was that? To advertise the print- 
ine for twenty days ; to let it to the lowest bidder 
—to any one that would take it. Who, under his 
resolution, was to make stipulations for the man- 
ner m which the work should be done? Who 


subject of the 
ud committee he 


same— 


by the Government; 


were to draw up the contract and specifications? | 


Were these so unimportant that they were to be 
delegated to others by the Elouse ? 
work was to be done, the resolution of the centle- 
man did not specify. Is the House to say that 
the object should be to give it to the lowest bid- 
der? Did they know enough of printing to say how 
il should be disposed of? For his part, he wanted 
information on that point. He wished to give it 
to a practical printer; and if there was found a 
better plan, he could assure the honorable gentle- 
man, notwithstanding the opinion he held of his 
heing a partisan, that he would find him (Mr. B.) 
fighting shoulder to shoulder with him. But he 
hoped the House was not prepared to adopt has- 
tly any new plan. What was to be done during 
the twenty days which must elapse before the 
lowest bidder gets the job? 
the House, the y were told, was to contract for the 
performance of the work in the interim. But did 
the gentleman not recollect that that plan was 
adopted in 1837 ; and, on the representation of the 
Clerk himself, were they not compelled to aban- 
don it? The Clerk was unable to get over the ob- 
stacles in his way. He was not here at the time, 


What kind of 


Why, the Clerk of 


but he had good reason for holding those obstacles 
to be insurmountable ; for scarcely had the plan 
been adopted, when it was precipitately given up. 
He regretted much that the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky chose to make that business transaction a 
party one; and, in order to avoid imitating his 
course, he (Mr. B.) had declined, at some sacri- 
fice of feeling, all expressions of the kind, know- 
ing too much of the effect of political harangues, 
such as that of the sre ntleman. He had not 
thought fit to canvass the fitness of the eulogy he 
pronounced on the Administration of the gentle- 
man from Mass It had entered into the 
records of history. Public opinion was made up 
about it. A verdict had been rendered, and the 


ichusetts. 


judgment stood unreversed ; and it was his belief, 


that, so long as the people of this country valued 
their institutions and loved their country, it would 
be irreversible. ‘The gentleman from Kentucky 
might think it a subject of eulogy; but he could 
not follow his example, and would be content to 
leave it to posterity, without being influenced by 
the post mortem declaration, given with such bad 
taste by the gentleman from Ke ntucky. 

Mr. MecCONNELL moved the previous ques- 
tion. 


Mr. BRODHEAD desired to have read the fol- | 


lowing provision of the civil and diplomatic appro- 
priation bill of the last session; [but the salle 
was obje cted to:] 

** And all congressional printing, executed un- 
der an order from either House, made after the 
fourth of March, 1845, shall be paid for at prices 
twenty per centum less than those fixed in the 
joint resolution of third March, 1819.” 

The question on the demand for the previous 
question was then taken, and there was a second. 

And the main question (being first on the modi- 
fied amendment of Mr. G. Davis, and then on the 


‘ 


resolution of Mr. Bayty) was ordered to be now | 


taken. 

Mr. SCHENCK asked the yeas and nays on 
the amendment, which were ordered. : 

The SPEAKER, in reply to a question from 
Mr. Housron, explained that the amendment of 


Mir. Davis was intended as a substitute for the | 


first resolution of Mr. Bayty. 
The question on the amendment was then taken, 
and decided in the negative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Ar- | 
nold, Ashmun, Baker, Barringer, Bell, Blanchard, 
Milton Brown, Buffington, Burt, Cabell, William 


W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, John G. Chap- 
man, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Cul- 


ver, Darragh, G. Davis, Delano, Dixon, Dockery, | 


Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Giddings, Graham, Grider, 
Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, Herrick, Hilliard, 
Ehas B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuel D. 


Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, James B. | 
King, Thomas Butler King, | 
Lewis, Levin, Long, McGaughey, McHenry, || 
Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Pendleton, | 


Hunt, Daniel P 


Pollock, Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, John A. 


Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Seve- |! 


rance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. 
Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Thomas- 
son, Benjamin Thompson, Tilden, Toombs, 
Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wheaton, White, 
Wright, and Young—s0. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, 
Atkinson, Bayly, Bedinger, Biggs, James Black, 


James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Wil- | 


liam G. Brown, Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, 
Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, 


Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, Erdman, Faran, Fick- 
lin, Foster, fries, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, Gor- 
don, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, 
Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, Hough, G.S. Houston, 
I. W. Hubbard, Hungerford, Hunter, Jenkins, 
J. H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew John- 
son, G. W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kennedy, 
Leake, Leib, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, 


MeClernand, McConnell, McCrate, McDowell, | 


MeKay, John P. Martin, Barclay Martin, Morris, 


Morse, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parish, 
Rathbun, | 


Payne, Perrill, Perry, Pettit, Price, 
Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, 
Scammon, Seddon, A. D. Sims, Leonard H. 


Simms, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, | 
Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, Strong, Sykes, | 
Taylor, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, | 


Veuntworth, Wick, Wil- | 


Tibbatts, Treadway, 


Clarke, | 
Cobb, Colin, Constable, Cullum, Cummins, Cun- || 
ningham, Daniel, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, || 


Dee. 3, 


liams, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, Woodworth, 
Yell, and Yost—115. 

So the modified amendment of Mr. Davis was 
rejected. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolutions of Mr. Bayty. 

Mr. BARRINGER asked a division of 
question; which was ordered. 

Mr. SCHENCK asked the yeas and nays on 
the first resolution; which were ordered. : 

And the question was then taken on the first re- 
solution, to wit: ** that the House do now proceed 
‘to electa printer to the House of Representatives 
‘for the 29th Congress;’’ and decided as {i}- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Stephen 
Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, Bayly, Bedinger, 
Bell, Benton, Briggs, James Black, J. A. B) 


ACK 


the 


Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, W. Gq. 
Brown, Burt, William W Campbell, John H. 
Campbell, Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, 
Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, 
Cobb, Cocke, Colin, Cranston, Cullom, Cum- 
mines, Cunningham, Daniel, De Mott, Dilline- 
ham, Dobbin, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erd- 
man, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gen- 
try, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Grider, Grover, 
Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, Henley, Hove, 
1. E. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, G. 8. Houston, 
I. W. Hubard, Hungerford, J. B. Hunt, Tunter, 
Jenkins, J.H. Johnson, J. Johnson, Andrew John- 
son, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, P. King, 
Lawrence, Leake, Leib, Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
McClean, McClelland, McClernand, MeConnei}, 
McDowell, MeKay, John P-. Martin, Barclay 
Martin, Morris, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, 
Parish, Payue, Pendleton, Perrill, Perry, Pettit, 
Price, Reid, Rhett, Ritter, Russell, Sawtelle, 
Sawyer, Seddon, A. D. Sims, L. H. Simms, 
Simpson, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, 
Starkweather, St. John, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, 
James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 'Tiblatts, 
Treadway, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, Wil- 
liams, Wilmot, Wood, W oodward, Woodworth, 
Yell, and Yost—129. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Baker, Bar- 
ringer, Blanchard, Milton Brown, Buffington, 
Cabell, John G. Chapman, Crezier, Culver, Dar- 
ragh, Garrett Davis, Dixon, Dockery, Ewing, 
Foot, Giddings, Graham, Grinnell, Hampton, 
Harper, Herrick, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John 
W. Houston, S. D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washing- 
ton Hunt, Daniel P. King, T. B. King, Lewis, 
McGaughey, McHenry, Mellvaine, Marsh, Mil 
ler, Moseley, Pollock, Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, 
John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, Sea- 


| man, Severance, Truman Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 


Stewart, Suwohm, Thomasson, Benjamin Thomp- 
son, Tilden, Toombs, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, 
White, Woodruff, Wright, and Young—62. 

And so it was decided that the House do now 
proceed to the election of a public printer. 

The second resolution, submitted this day by 
Mr. Bay y, for the appointment of a select con- 
mittee to revise the resolution in relation to print- 
ing, and to report the prices proper to be allowed, 
was then agreed to without a division. 


ELECTION OF PRINTER. 


The SPEAKER announced that the House 
would now proceed, in accordance with the order 
just passed, to the election of printer. 

Mr. McKAY asked and obtained leave to ente r 
upon the Journal notice of a joint resolution, which 
he should ask leave to introduce, in case the same 
printer was elected to both Houses of Congress, 
proposing certain alterations in the law now fixing 


| the compensation of printer. 


The SPEAKER announced that nominations tor 
printer were now in order, 
Mr. BAYLY inquired if any other nomination 


| . ° «¢ _ 
Was necessary, except individually, as the roll was 


called. This had been the case on the election ot 
Speaker. —_ 

The SPEAKER replied, that nominations were 
usually made; and they were now in order. | 

Mr. BAYLY nominated Messrs. Ritchie & 
Heiss. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, nominated Messrs. 
Jefferson & Co. : 

Mr. FOOT, of Vermont, nominated Messrs. I isk 
& Dow. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, inquired if the 
gentlemen nominated by the gentleman from Ken- 
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tucky [Mr. Davis] were not the same individ- 
uals. who testified, before a committee of the 
House of the 27th Congress, so as to authorize 
that Congress to vote, as they did vote, at the 
close of the session, $40,000 extra as a bonus to 
Gales & Seaton? 

Mr. BAYLY replied that he was authorized to 
sav they were the same posomne. ; 

Mr. SCHENCK, of ¢ hio, called for the read- 
ing, previous to proceeding to the election, of a 
proposition now on the Speaker's table from J. E. 
Dow & Co., on the subject of printing. 

No objection being made, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communication: 


Wasunincton, December 3, 1845. 
Sir : We propose to do the printing of the House 
of Representatives for the twenty-ninth Congress 
for forty per cent, less than the joint resolution of 
Congress of 1819, or twenty per cent. less than the 
prices paid at the last session of Congress. We 
will do such printing as may be necessary at once 
for twenty percent. less than the prices paid at the 
last Congress. JESSE E. DOW & CO. 
To the Hon. J. W. Davis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


We certify that Messrs. J. E. Dow & Co. have 
the means within their reach to perform the above 
bid without delay. ih 

J.& G. 8S. GIDEON, 


Printers, Ninth street, Washington. 


Mr. HOUSTON said he understood that during 
the last Congress a reduction had been made from 
the rates of 1819 to the printer of the House of 
Repre sentatives, and that the Intelligencer beine 
the printer of the Senate, no reduction had there 
been made, but that that establishment had received 
the rates of 1819. He wished to know whether 
the gentlemen (Messrs. Fisk & Dow) proposed to 
make the reduction of twenty per cent. from the 
‘ates paid by the Senate or by the House during 
the last Congress ? 

[Cries of ** Call the roll. No debate.’’] 

Mr. SCHENCK, of Ohio, in reply to Mr. 
Housron, stated that the proposition read to the 
House was plain, viz: to execute the printing at a 
reduction of forty per cent, from the rates of 1819, 
or (as an alternative offer) at a reduction of twenty 
ver cent. from the prices paid by the last Congress. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose to a 
question of order. He asked if this debate was in 
order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair rules that it is not 
in order. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I object to it. 

The SPEAKER nominated as Tellers Messrs. 
Barty of Virginia, G. Davis of Kentucky, and 
iivncerrorp of New York. 

The Tellers having taken their places at the 
Clerk’s table, the House proceeded to vote on the 
nominations as above given. 


And the roll of members having been called over | 
by the Clerk, and each member, upon the calling | 


of his name, having answered with the name of 
the person or persons for whom he voted— 

The Tellers made the following report: 

Whole number of votes cast.........0.000: Scheceana re 
Of which, necessary to a choice............s602+s.-100 
Messrs. Ritchie & Heiss received.............12° 
Mesars. Finkt & TiOW.......ces<ccccovcrececcseesestit 
DACRMEG, . SEUPOMIN Be Nos rcincncncsacvesccecsenscell 
Messrs. Gales & Seaton........0..ccsccccccossccened 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Ritchie & Heiss—Abbott, Stephen Adams, 
Anderson, Atkinson, Bayly, Bedinger, Benton, 
Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, William G. Brown, 
Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chap- 
man, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Colin, Con- 
stable, Cullom, é 
De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Douglass, Dun- 


cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, | 


lap, Edsall, Elisworth, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, | 


“oster, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, 


Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, Henley, | 


Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, Geo. 
S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, 


James B. Hunt, Hunter, Jenkins, James H. John- || 


son, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George | 


W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kennedy, Preston 
King, Lawrence, Leake, Leib, Lumpkin, Ma- 
clay, McClean, McClelland, McClernand, Me- 
Connell, McCrate, McDowell, McKay, John P. 
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Martin, Barelay Martin, Morris, Morse, Moul- 
ton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parish, Payne, Per- 
rill, Perry, Pettit, Price, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Rit- 
ter, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Sed- 
don, A. D. Sims, Leonard H. Simms, Simpson, 
Thomas Smith, Rebert Smith, Stanton, Stark- 
weather, St. John, Swwong, Sykes, Taylor, James 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, Tread- 
way, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, Woodward, 
Wilmot, Woodworth, Yell, and Yost—123. 

For Jesse E. Dow & Co.—Abbott, J. Q. Adams, 
Arnold, Ashmun, Baker, Barringer, Bell, Blan- 
chard, M. Brown, Buffington, Burt, William W. 
Campbell, J. H. Campbell, Cocke, Collamer, 
Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Darragh, Delano, Dix- 
on, Docke ry, Foot, Cit niry, Giddings, Graham, 
Grider, Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, Herrick, 
Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, 
Samuel D. Hubbard, Washington Hunt, Daniel 
P. King, Thomas Butler King, Lewis, Lone, Me- 
Gaughey, McHenry, Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, 
Moseley, Pollo k, Ramsey, Julius Rockwe ll, John 
A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Sev- 
erance, Truman Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stewart, 
Strohm, Thibodeaux, ‘Thomasson, Benj. Thomp- 
son, Toombs, Trumbo, Vinton, White, Wood- 
ruff, Wright, Young—69. 

Por Gales & Seaton—Pendleton, Stephens, Vance, 
Winthrop—4. 

For Jefferson §& Co.—Garrett 
Smith—2. 

Thereupon the SPEAKER announced, that 
Messrs. Rircure & Heiss, having received a ma- 
jority of all the votes cast, were duly eleeted print- 
ers to the House of Re presentatives for the 29th 


J } . . 
( OlETCSS, 


Day is, Albert 


SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved that the House pro- 
ceed to the election of a Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Before the question was put on this motion, 
Mr. 'TIBBAT'TS moved the following resolution : 

Resolved, ‘That N. Lane be appointed Sergeant- 
at-Arms to this House. 

‘The resolution was read and adopted without 
a division. 

{Mr. Lane was the Sergeant-at-Arms during 
the last Congress. | 

DOORKEEPER. 


Mr. DOUGLASS moved that Cuaries 8S. 
Wuirney, of Illinois, be appointed Doorkeeper to 
the House. Agreed to without a division. 

[Jusse E. Dow, Esq., the incumbent in the of- 
fice of Doorkeeper, declined a re-election. | 

POSTMASTER. 
Mr. BAYLY moved that the House proceed to 


the election of a Postmaster. The motion having 


| been agreed to— 
Joun Morcan Jounson, the present incum- 


bent, was nominated by Mr. BAYLY. 


Robert Bronaven, from Missouri, was nomi- 


nated by Mr. BOWLIN. 


A.S. Gammon, of Tennessee, was nominated | 


| by Mr. CULLOM. 


“W.J. McCormick, formerly and for many years 
Postmaster, was nominated by Mr. HOLMES, of 
South Carolina. 

Mr. Hotes of South Carolina, Mr. Bown, 
and Mr. Cu.tom, were appointed tellers. 
The roll was called over by the Clerk, and the 
result of the vote was as follows: 
Whole number of votes..........ccccccsceccescceeeeed 99 
Necessary to & Choice........ccccccccoosescsccseeseren lOO 
For John M. Johnson......... sithiaiie titnt sano eean 
William J. McCormick................000.01 
PLODOEt BOMBER c.cc-ccceseesesscesnenecess bl 
A.S. Gammon..... shvandusudeuaeisahesasaastvod 


So Joun M. Jounson, the poms incumbent, 


having received a majority of the whole number of 
votes, was declared to be duly elected. 


Mr. SYKES, by leave, presented a memorial of 


I. G. Far.er, contesting the seat of Joun Runk, 
Esq., returned to serve as a member of this House 
for the 29th Congress for the third Congressional 


| district of New Jersey. 


Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the An- | 


nual Report from the Clerk of the expenditures of 
its contingent fund during the year ending Decem- 
ber 1, 1845. 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
And then the House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Tarvrspay, December 4, 1845. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before t 

acommunication from the Seeretary of War, in 
answer to a resolution of the Senate of the 14th ot 
March last, requesung him to report whether any, 
and if any, what works and fortifications were ne 
cessary for the defence of Lake Huron and Fort 
Gratiot, with an « of the cost, enclosing a 


he Senate 


. 


timate ~ 
report on the subject from the Chief of the Eugi 
neer Department. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the communication 
wa laid on thre table and orde red to bye pu yite d. 

Mr. HANNEGAN submitted the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the assistant messenver of the 
Senate, authorized by resolution of the 2@Ist of 
I ebru ry, 1845, rece ive a continuance of the pay 
of a messenger for his future 
capacity, and for the time he was so employed at 
the executive session of the Senate in March, 1845. 

Mr. HANNEGAN asked for the cor 
of the resolution at this time, as } 
could be no obj ection to it. 

Mr. EVANS. It lies over, of course. 


" ; . 
he resolution, there fore, lies one day. 


services m. that 


ideration 


e presumed there 


APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BREESE moved the consideration of the 
following resolution, submitted by him on ‘Tues- 
day: " 

Resolved, That so much of the 34h rule as re- 
quires the appointment of the several standing 
cotomiuttees by ballot, at the present session be su 
pended; and that the appointment be made by the 
President of the Senate, 

The resolution being under consideration— 

Mr. MANGUM he had entertained the 
hope that, according to a suggestion which he had 
made to the honorable Senator from Ulinois yes- 
terday, that gentleman might have been induced 
not to persist In pressing this res: 
Senate. 


siud 


ution on the 
In the opposition which he felt himself 
compelled to make to the change proposed by the 
resolution, he desired it to be di: tinetly understood 
that he was influenced by no personal objection to 
the action of the present presiding officer in the 
appointment of the committees; his ground of ob- 
jection being simply this—that the change in- 
volves, on our part, an abdication of the legislative 
powers of the Senate. Ele had not had an oppor- 
tunity to look into the precedents upon the subject, 
which were lying on his table; but the present 
case was different from that where the appoint- 
ment of the standing committees is devolved on a 
President pro tempore, who is an officer selected 
from our own body, and responsible to the Sen- 
ate; and should he, by any cireumstances, be in- 
duced to abuse the discretionary power with which 
he is invested, this body has the power to apply a 
remedy. The Vice President, on the other hand, 
holds his office as the presiding officer of the Sen- 
ate by a very different tenure; and in no degree, 
manner, or shape, is he responsible to the Senate 
for the course he may take in the discharge of the 
trust conferred on him. He was not certain 
whether, if the power of appointing the commit- 
tees were aecaeead on the Vice President, their 
complexion would not be the same as if they were 
appointed by the Senate Yet, for decency ’s sake, 
he would hope that so high and distinguished an 
officer, occupying a station of such responsibility 
in the eyes of the people, would not condescend to 
have a duty dictated to him, to which no.respon- 


_ sibility belonged. Where the appointment of the 


committees was confided to a President pro tem., 
he must be supposed sometimes to defer to the 
wishes of the body, by the adoption of modifica- 
tions and suggestions; and, such being the case, as 
he would necessarily represent the senuments of 
the majority of the body, his appointments would 
be about the same as would result from ballotings 
by the Senate. But, as far as his own personal 
knowledge allowed him to judge, Mr. M. said he 
had never known an instance In which even a 
President pro tem. had been dictated to in the for- 
mation of committees. And as to having a list 
made out and decided on by a meeting of members 
of this body belonging to a particular party, which 
list should govern the course of the Vice President 
in making the appointments, he could not bring 
himself to the belief that the officer now filling that 
elevated station would ever, for an instant, suffer 
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himself to be thus dictated to. In the course of 
his own experience, while he had filled the office 
of President protem., he had never known such an 
attempt to be made. 

In looking somewhat hastily through the Jour- 
nals of the Senate, he had not been able to find 
that the power of appointing the committees had 
ever been conferred on the President before the 
year 1823. It was afterwards exercised by Mr. 
Calhoun, and in other cases where there existed 
special reasons which indicated this course, In 
1825 it was exercised by Mr. Calhoun, but so dis- 
satisfied was the Senate with the manner in which 
it worked, that during that very session the whole 
matter was reviewed and the rule rescinded. ‘Thus 
thines continued until 1827, when Colonel Richard 
M. Johnson filled the high station now occupied 
by the distinguished gentleman in the chair, and 
on him the power was again conferred. But the 
reeson for this change was, that it was an extra 
session of Congress, called for a specific purpose, 
and it was not expected that any matters of gen- 
eral legislation, requiring the appointnent of vari- 
ous committees, would be brought forward. It 
had been ealled in consequence of the financial 
condition of the Treasury; and the object of the 
ression being specific and well known, the Senate 
had not considered it necessary to ballot for the 
committees. 

His objection, then, amounted to this: the Sen- 
ate, by conferring this power upon an officer who 
ix not responsible to the body for his acts, would 
be, on our part, an abdication of our legislative 
powers. Suppose any great and important ques- 
tion should arise, while the appointment of the 
committees was vested in the Vice President, and 
that he was opposed to the sentiments of the ma- 
jority of the Senate: we should then see the heir- 
presumptive thwarting the will of the majority of 
the body. He did not care how the Senate might 


determine to appoint the committees, but he de- 
sired to see the Senate exercising its constitutional 
duties, and to confer them on no one who is not 
responsible to this body for his course of action. 
Mr. ALLEN, before submitting to the Senate 
the few observations he desired to offer in reply to 


the honorable Senator from North Carolina, wish- 
ed explicitly to state that this resolution had ema- 
nated from no caucus of the Democratic members 
of this body. It was the dictate of no party—the 
emanation, as far as he could judge, of no politi- 
cal feeling inthe Senate. ‘The resolution had been 
offered by the disunguished and judicious Senator 
from Illinois, because that Senator had found, in 
his researches into the past action of the Senate, 
that a practice in strict conformity to his resolu- 
tion had recently prevailed. Having thus said 
that the measure proceeded from no concerted ac- 
tion of any portion of this body, he would proceed 
to make a few remarks in reply to the distinguish- 
ed Senator from North Carolina. 

In the first place, as to the question of responsi- 
bility, which was the first point dwelt on by the 
honorable Senator from North Carolina. That 
Senator had predicated this branch of his argu- 
ment on the idea that the officer who now presides 
over this body does not stand in the same relation 
of responsibility to the Senate which he would oc- 
cupy if temporarily acting, and clected by this 
body. To this argument he would answer, that 
the responsibility of the present presiding officer 
is of a much higher character. The responsibil- 
ity of the Vice President, it is true, is not to the 
Senate, but it is to the Senate’s masters—the people 
of these United States, by whose voice he fills the 
distinguished station which he now occupies. To 
that fountain of all political authority, the Vice Pre- 
sident owes his responsibility, because from that 


source he has received, according to the provision | 


of the Constitution, the right to preside over the 
proceedings of this body. And where is there to 
be found a higher responsibility, except it be to 
Heaven itself, than that which was due to the 
American people? It was a responsibility which 
operated more coercively in the present case, than 
it could on a President elected by this body itself. 


It may'be said, that a President pro tem., elected | 


by the Senate itself to preside over its delibera- 
tions, stand 


can be more re adily acted on by the Senate, in 
cons¢ quence of the hold which this body has upon 
him. : 


if we confine our view to the Senate alone. But 


is in amore intimate relation to the | 
body than the Vice President can do, and that he | 


And that would be a very good argument, | 


when we consider that the Senate is responsible to 
the people for all its acts, and that it is to the same 
primary source of all power that the Vice President 
also is responsible, the argument loses all its force. 
Is the action of the Senate confined to the Senate 
alone? No; it refers to the original law-making 
ower, and that embraces the whole people. ‘The 
Sastniia Senator had said there would be a want 
of decency in the exercise of this power by the 
Vice President. Wherefore? 

{[Mr. MANGUM here explained. He had said 
that he could not, for decency’s sake, suppose, or 
desire to be understood as presuming, that an offi- 
cer occupying so distinguished a position in the 
Government would suffer himself to be dictated to 
by any members of a body over which he constitu- 
tionally presided. 'This was the purport of his re- 
mark, which he did not desire to have misunder- 
stood. 

Mr. ALLEN. Exactly; and it was the best of 
all human reasons why that distinguished officer 
should have the exercise of this power; because, 
as the honorable Senator admits, he will be in a 
position to act independently of all dictation. No 
stronger reason could be advanced for the adoption 
of the course indicated in the resolution. ‘The 
very argument of the Senator from North Carolina 
makes in favor of the resolution, and not against 
it. Were the facts the reverse of what they are— 
if the Vice President were more subject to dicta- 
tion, the argument of the Senator from North Ca- 
rolina would be a good argument in favor of the 
resolution. The political opinions of the Vice 
President are understood everywhere to be con- 
formable with the political sentiments of a ma- 
jority of this body. The majority is responsible 
to thegcountry for the action of the body; and, 
standing in this position of responsibility to the 
country, the majority has the right to direct the 
action of the body; not, certainly, to the exclusion 
of the proper rights of the minority, but with re- 
ference to those great public measures which the 
sense of the majority adopts as the most conducive 
to the general welfare. If the reverse were cor- 
rect, and the direction of our public measures 
should be confined to the minority of the Senate, 
there would be a manifest impropriety in confer- 
ring this power on the Vice President. But he 
could not acquiesce in a construction which would 
give the power of appointing the committees to 
the minority who do not represent the opinions of 
the body, while the majority would be deprived of 
the rights which belong to them. 

On the subject of precedents, there could be no 
difficulty in finding precedents on both sides of the 
question. ‘Those which are of the latest date, are 
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of ability which he (Mr. B.) would not attempt to 
reach, that he would now confine what he pro- 
— to say to one or two considerations, \ hich 
1e would briefly present to the consideration of 
the Senate. 

The Senator from North Carolina appeared to 
him to have, in some measure, misconceived thy, 
object and purport of the resolution which he had 
felt it his duty to submit. To rescind the 341), 
rule was no part of his purpose; he had never 


contemplated such a result. So far from such bein. 


his intention, he would be as deeidedly opposed io. 
such recision as the Senator from North Caroli) 
himself. It was, in his opinion, a rule of salutary 
operation, whenever it so happened that the oni 
nions of the majority of the Senate were in oppo 
sition to the opinions of the officer presiding oy 
the deliberations of the body. In that case, it was 
most important that the Senate retain in its ow) 
hands the power of immediately appointing jis 
own committees. And the rule which he desired 
at this time to suspend was adopted, as he con- 
ceived, in order to carry out the views of the Sey- 
ate, as represented by a majority of the body. 
When a case of this kind happened, that the occu 
pant of the chair entertained opinions which were 
opposed to the opinions of the majority of the Sey 
ate, it was a sufficient reason for the enforcement 
of this rule. But a different state of things exist 
ed at this moment. Now, perfect harmony was 
existing, as regards all questions of publie mo 
ment, between the presiding officer and the ia 
jority of the Senate. Why, then, in this instance, 
was opposition raised toa proposition to confer on 
the presiding officer the power of appointing the 
committees—a power which the Senate had never 
before refused? If Senators would turn back to 
the precedents recorded on the Journals, they 
would find, that whenever it had been proposed to 
give this power to the presiding officer—whether 
the Vice President, or a President acting pro tem- 
pore—the Senate had never refused its assent to 
the proposition. He did not know of one case 
(and he had employed some labor in lookin: 
through the Journals) since the institution of ti 
Government, when such a proposition was neza- 
tived by the Senate. As to the practice of the 
Senate, it had been both ways. It had been not 
unusual to give the power to the Vice President, 
and also to the President pro tem. The Senator 
from North Carolina had said that he should con- 


| sider the delegation of this power to the Vice Pre- 


in favor of the resolution; and it was not pretend- | 


ed, nor could it be believed, that there was any- 
thing in the character of the distineuished officer 


in the chair, which rendered it necessary to depart | 
from these precedents. That elevated officer stood | 


on this floor, and before the whole country, as free 
from stain and exempt from reproach as any other 
member of this body. According to the language 
. ‘ ‘a Ty ‘ . 
of the honorable Senator from North Carolina 
himself, it is not to be supposed that he would 
commit any outrage or injustice, or that he would 


| be guilty of any dereliction of duty, if the exer- 
| cise of this power were committed to him. In the 
| former practice of the Senate, the power had been 


thus conferred, because, whenever the political 
sentiments which the presiding officer entertained 


| were in unison with those which actuated a majo- 


rity of the body, the transaction of public busi- 
ness was facilitated by this course, and the re- 
sponsibility of the majority was never lost sight 


|of. Whether the majority had adopted this set of 


party views or the other, was immaterial to the ques- 
tion. 


few remarks he had been induced to make, seemed 
to be necessarily called for by the observations of 


had not anticipated that any objection would be 
raised, especially as the course which the resolu- 
tion prescribed was strictly in accordance with the 
former practice of this body. He did not, at this 
time, propose to go into any elaborate argument 
in defence of his proposition. 


The Senator from | 


sident, in the present instance, an abdication, oi 
the part of the Senate, of its legislative functions. 
It was not so. True, there was rarely to be found 
a willingness to surrender any portion of power; 
it was a concession of no frequent occurrence. 
But he, for one, was perfectly willing, in this case, 
to surrender the power to the Vice President of 
the United States. The argument of the Senator 
from North Carolina, on this point, did not appear 


| to him to carry the weight which usually attached 


| to his reasoning. 
|, very far from conclusive. 


| weakened, or lessened ? 


He could not but regard it as 
How could the legis- 
lative powers of the Senate be abdicated, or 
Is it not an exercise of the 


| constitutional powers of the Senate to confer the 


He did not desire, by any remarks of his, to | 
provoke a general discussion on the subject. The 


right of appointing the committees on one whose 
opinions coincide with the opinions of the major- 
ity of the body? Would there be any difference 
in the complexion of the committees, whether 
they were appointed by the immediate ballots of 
the Senate, or the mediate instrumentality of the 
Vice President? It was not to be supposed that 
the Vice President would make any appointment, 
in his construction of the committees, of individu- 
als whose opinions would be at variance with 
those of the majority of the Senate; and he could 
not imagine any difference of result whether they 


| were made by the presiding officer, representing 
|| the views of the majority, or by the majority It- 
self. 


the Senator from North Carolina, and to these he 
|| had confined his reply. 
| Mr. BREESE eaid, that when he offered this 
/resolution for the consideration of the Senate, he 


As to the question of responsibility, he conceiv d 
that the arcument of the Senator from North Car- 


'olina had been sufficiently answered by the Sena- 
|| tor from Ohio. 


Why talk of the greater respon- 


|| sibility of the President pro tem.? To whom !s 


i| 


Ohio had replied so fully to the remarks of the || 


le : *: : 
Senator from North Carolina, and with a degree | 


that officer responsible? To fifty-four Senators. 
They could depose him with as much ease as they 
elected him. They might deprive him of his tem- 
porary power. It is competent to them, if they 
are dissatisfied with his course, to depose hin. 
But, so far as the Vice President is concerned, his 
responsibility spreads over a much wider range. 
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The question of responsibility with him is vastly 
creater, and more awful in its character. Instead 
of responsibility to fifty-four delegated Senators, | » 
he is responsible to twenty millions of the Amer- 
can people. And is it not much safer, much wiser, b 
to entrust the pewer to him than to a majority of ] 
the Senators voting by ballot, so that it is not | 2 
known how any individual votes, how he dis- 
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vious to this, in February, 1828, a rule had been | ‘ erations that led the Senate to make the exist- 
adopted, requiring all comunittees to be elected by | ‘ing change in its rules; their experience of the 


aliot. In i829, the standing committee on the | * effects of the change, and their views of its pro- 


conungent expenses of the Senate was appointed . priety or lmpropriety ; the comparative merits ¢ f 


y the presidiig officer, the President pro tem. ln |, § the two modes of appomting committees, Ke, 
533, on the 1Uth of December, a motion was 


** (As the debate at large has not been reported, 
ade by Mr. Sprague, of Maine, to change the || * 


itis proper to state that all the gentlemen who 


rule which gave the power of appointing commit- | ‘favored the present motion, as well as the one 


charges his share of the general responsibility? | tees to the presiding officer, so as to make the ap- | * who opposed it, disclaimed the remotest inten 
But the Vice President acts above-board, openly, | Pointuent of comniltices by ballot. “Phis motion | ¢ tion to impute to the Vice President an improy r 


and in the face of the world. He could not, there- 
fore, see the force of the objections which seem to 
have been relied on to defeat his proposition. 
What was the occasion, he would ask, of the 
adoption of the rule by which the appointment of 
the committees was made by the majority? In || V 


® 


some periods of our history, it had not been the | asaiist taking away the power of appomuanent | ¢mate personal 
practice of the Vice President to attend regularly. || fom the presiding vilicer. Ln the Vice Presidency ‘which itself would contradict the 
of Colonel Richard M. Johnson, he was invested |) « 
| With the power of appointing all committees; and || ¢ 
he exercised the power from 1837 to 1541. 
1541 to 1845 there was no Vice President, and the || « 
President pro tem. appointed the committees. 


Sometimes he did not take the chair until near the | 
close of the session. This was probably the rea- 

son which induced the Senate to adopt the mode 

of appointment by ballot. But it appears from the | 
Journals, that, prior to 1807, there were no stand- | 
ing committees. The committees were always || | 
special committees, and appointed on the spur of || ¢ 
the occasion. He was willing to tread in the steps 

of our early ancestors; to borrow light from the | 
wisdom of our forefathers—of those great and || ! 
patriotic men who founded our institutions, and |) Y 
framed the Constitution under which we act. He | | 
did not see any sufficient reason why we should de- 
part from the practice which prevailed from 1789 
to 1820, when the plurality vote was adopted. 
Until then it was not customary for the Senate to | 
appoint the committees. In 1807, there were but |! ! 
iwo standing committees; one was a committee to || | 
examine bills, which was called the Committee on || ! 
iugrossed Bills; and the other was a committee || ¢ 
to audit and control the contingent expenses of the |! ! 
Senate. These were the only two committees. | | 
in 1816, the rule for the appointment of certain 
standing committees was adopted. It was then 
that the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
others, being the principal standing committees |! 
which now exist, were appointed. In 1820, the | 
rules of the Senate underwent a revision, when | 
the plurality vote was required. On the 5th of 
December, 1823, Mr. James Barbour, of Virginia, 
submitted the following resolution, to give the ap- | 
pomtment of the committees to the presiding | 
officer: 

**Resolved, That all committees be appointed by 
‘the presiding officer of this House, unless special- | 
‘ly ordered otherwise by the Senate.’’ 

This was the first radical innovation of the prac- || 
tice which had existed since the year 1789, origi- 
nating with the Senator from Virginia, and giving, | 
not to the Vice President, but to the presiding of- 
ficer, whoever he might be, the appointment of all || 
committees. That was adopted on the 9th of De- || 
cember, 1823, and read in this way: 1| 

**That the 31st rule for conducting business in | 
‘the Senate be so amended as to read, ‘All com- | 
‘mittees shall be appointed by the presiding officer || 
‘of this House, lies specially ordered otherwise | 
‘by the Senate ’”’ 

At the time of the adoption of this rule, the | 
chair was occupied by a President pro tem. On 
the 13th of December, 1824, the same rule was 
continued, and the committees were appointed in 
the same manner. During the Vice Presidency 
of Mr. Calhoun, he having exercised this power || 
<a Mr. Randolph, of Virginia, sub- | 
mitted a resolution to change the rule, in the fol- 
lowing form: 

“Resolved, That the 31st rule, as modified De- 
‘cember 9th, 1823, be rescinded; and that the said || 
‘rule, as it existed before the said modification, be || 
‘restored, as the rule for the appointment of com- || 
: m ittees,”” || 

Phat is, to restore the appointment by the bal- |, 
lot of the Senate. This resolution was adopted 
by a nearly unanimous vote—forty Senators voting || 
for it, and only two against it. Yet, two years || 
afterwards, exceptions were made to the change; | 
for, on motion of Mr. King, of Alabama, it was || 
resolved thatthe Vice President appoint the select || 
committees, Until the year 1828, these commit- || 
tees continued to be appointed by the presiding || 
officer. On the 4th of December, 1828, a rule was || 
adopted, authorizing the President pro tem. to ap- | 
point the committees, but, in case there should be || 

no President pro tem., the Senate was to proceed 





was in the followimg form: ‘ 


| session, by a vote of the Senate, the Vice Presi- 
dent has had the appointment of the select commit- 


was ,not vested in the presiding officer. 
Senate and House of Representatives of every 
Staie m the Union the presiding oflicer had the 
power of appomung the committees. 


different practice, abolished, nor did his resolution | 
contemplate the abolishing or rescinding of it. His | 
object went no further than to ret 
pension during the present session of Congress. 


| President to execute the power; and he had heard || 
| no valid objection which ought to prevent it. 


|| an important one, and rendered it proper to look 


| had been under debate, and had been decided by 


| Senate, and the control over the Journal of its pro- 


|| * him to rescind the two rules of the Senate which | 


1 | * Van Buren, Eaton, and Hayne, entered also into 
to the election of the committees by ballot. Pre- || ‘ the debate—chiefly in explanation of the consid- 


exercise of the duties devolved on him by the 
rules. ‘The change was supported on the score 
of its abstract propriety ; and that the Chair 
might not be impugned by the procedure, Mr. 

Holmes took occasion to express his satisfae- 
tion that the motion had preceeded from an mti- 
friend otf the Vice Presice iit, 
presumption 
that any conduct of that officer had induced the 
proposition. ]”’ 

** A division of the question being demanded, it 
Was first put on taking the appointment of com- 
At || © mittees from the hands of the President of the 
he last session the President was authorized by |) * Senate, and restoring it to the Senate itself, and 
he Senate to appointall the commitees; and, at this || * was decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays, 
us follows: : ; 

** Yeas—Messrs. Barton, Bell, Benton, Branch, 
ee to wait on the President, and inform him that |) * Chambers, Chandler, Chase, Clayton, Cobb, 
ve were ready to proceed to business. ‘This ap- |) © Dickerson, Edwards, Findlay, Harrison, Harper, 
olntment might have been made by the majority | ¢ Hayne, Hendricks, Holmes, Johnson of Ken 


** Resoived, ‘Vhat the 34th rule of the Senate shall 
be sv amended as to read and stand as it did prior ¢ 
to the 24th of December, 1828.”’ 

This resoluuon was adopted by nearly a party 
ote—yeas 22, nays 18; and our friends ail voted 


~ 


- 


. 


- 


From 


° 


of tie Senate, but it,was given to the Vice Presi- | *tucky, Johnston of Louisiana, Kane, King, Lloyd, 


dent. | * Macon, Marks, Mills, Noble, Randolph, Reed, 


'T’o this recapitulation of the action of the Senate, |, * Robbins, Rowan, Sandford, Seymour, Smith, 


during the history of our legislation, he would || «Tazewell, Thomas, Van Buren, White, Will Ys 


nerely add, that he could not see any weight m || ¢ Williams, and W oodbury—40. 

he objecuons which had been urged against the ‘*Nays—Messrs. Eaton and Rugeles. 
resolution Which he had submitted. It was in ac- ‘The question was then taken on the second 
cordance with the practice of all the legislative |) ‘branch of the proposition, viz: ‘To take from 
yodies of the Union. ‘here was no case within || ¢ the President of the Senate the control over the 
us knowledge, where this power of appointment |) ¢ Journal of proceedings ;’ and was also carried, by 
in the || * the following vote: 

“© Yras.—Messrs. Barton, Bell, Branch, Chand- 
‘ler, Chase, Dickerson, Edwards, Finlay, Harper, 
‘ Harrison, Haynes, Hendricks, Holmes, Johnson 
‘of Kentucky, Johnston of Louisiana, Kane, 
‘King, Lloyd, Macon, Marks, Mills, Noble, 
* Randolph, Robbins, Sandford, Seymour, Smith, 
‘ Tazewell, Thomas, Van Buren, White, Willey, 
‘Williams, and Woodbury—35. 

** Navs.—Messrs. Chambers, Clayton, Cobb, 
* Eaton, Rowan, and Rugegles—6. 

‘*' The resolution having been agreed to, 

“The Vice President rose, and said he trusted 
* that the Senate would indulge him in making a 
‘few observations before he resumed his seat, as 
‘the debate on the subject just decided had rela- 
‘tion necessarily to the duties of the chair. No 
‘one (said the Vice President) can be more deeply 


tHe did not 
Wish to see the existing rule, which required a 


juire its sus- || 


He thought it would be politic to allow the Vice 


Mr. BEN'TON said the question submitted was 


back into the history of our past legislation, His 
memory carried him back some twenty years, and | 
he would ask leave of the Senate to refer to the 
proceedings which had taken place, in similar cir- 
cumstances, at a former period. He thought it |) ‘ impressed than myself with the great truth, that 
right that the Senate should have before it what || ¢ the preservation of rights depends mainly on their 
had taken place on an occasion when this question ‘exercise. That nation deserved to conquer the 
* world which called its army exercitus; and so will 
‘the nation deserve that its liberty shall be immor- 
‘tal, which lays the foundation of its system of 
‘ rovernment on the great principles that no power 
‘ought to be delegated which can be fairly exer- 
‘ cised by the constituent body, and that none ought 
Sever to be delegated but to responsible agents. 
‘ These have been my maxims through the whole 
‘of my political life; and I should be inconsistent 
‘with myself if I did not give my entire assent to 
| “the principles upon which the rules in question 
‘have been recinded.”’ 

I have thought it right (said Mr. Benton) to 
‘place the power of appointing the committees, || bring forward these facts, for the information of 
and the supervision of the Journal, with the pre- | the Senate. Zelieving the views which were 
siding ofticer. thrown out by Mr. Randolph on the occasion to 

‘** A debate of two hours’ duration took place on || which the extracts I have read refer, as well as the 
this motion, in which Mr. Randolph spoke re- | precedent then set, to be entirely correct. I shall 
peatedly in support of the expediency and con- || yote against the resolution. 
stitutional necessity of the proposed change in Mr. MANGUM moved that the question on 
the rules, or, rather, their restoration to what they || the resolution be taken by yeas and nays; and a 
had been, and in explanation of his views in | sufficient number of Senators sustaining the call, 
regard to Parliamentary forms—of the rights and |) it was so ordered. 
duties of presiding officers and members of legis- The question was then taken on the adoption of 
lative bodies—especially of those of the Senate || the resolution, and decided as follows: 
of the United States; and contending, amongst YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley Atchison, Ather- 
other positions, that it is not the duty nor the || ton, Breese, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Colquitt, 
right of the President of the Senate to cail a mem- || Dix, Fairfield, Jennesx, Levy, Lewis, Niles, Sem- 
ber to order, until the call be made by a member, |, ple, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, and ‘Turney—20. 
and an appeal be made to the chair, &c. || NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Benton, Thos. 
‘* Messrs. Johnson of Kentucky, Holmes, Mills, || Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, 
Evans, Greene, Haywood, Jarnagin, Johnson of 
Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Mil- 


yeas and nays. He then quoted from the remarks 
made by Mr. Randolph, when he submitted his 
motion in March and April, 1826, to rescind the 
rule of the Senate which gave to the presiding offi- 
cer the appointment of the committees of the 


ceedings. He also read the following extracts | 
from the proceedings of the Senate of the 17th of | 
March, 1826: 
**On motion of Mr. Randolph, the Senate then 
‘proceeded to consider the motion submitted by 
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22 
ler, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, and West- 
cott—2 1]. 

The resolution was therefore rejected, 


Mr. MANGUM moved that on Monday next 


the Senate proceed to the election of the standing 


committees, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS gave notice, that on Monday he 
should ask leave to introduce a joint resolution 
and two bills. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Spercur, was taken up, considered, and 
agreed to; 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
cause to be communicated to the Senate, at as 
early a day as 
may possess, or may speedily obtain, with respect 
to the practicability and utility of a fort or forts 
on Ship Island, on the coast of the Mississippi, 


practicable, such information as he 


with a view to the protection of said coast, 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, which, without being read, was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. DAYTON, 

Ordered, That when the Senate ad je urns, it ad- 
ns to meet on Monday. 

The Senate then adjourn d, 


your 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 4, 1845. 


The Journal of 
having 


yest rday was read; and, after 
motion of Mr. G. Davis, 
an amendment in certain particulars, not affecting 
approved, 
member elect 


undergone, on 
the report given in this paper, was 

Mr. Aucen Gr. Thurman, from 
the State of Ohio, appeared, was qualified, and 


took his seat, 


THE PI 
The followine 
composing the St le ct committee, he re tofore orde re dl 

to be appointed, on the Public Printing: 

Mr. Bayny of Virginia, Mr. G. Davis of Ken- 
tucky, Mr. McKay of North Carolina, Mr. Hoge 
of Illinois, and Mr. Benron of New York. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
the House to be, the resolution of the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Cops] with refer- 
ence to the seats of the me House. 

Mr. GILES asked leave to offer a resolution, 
which, by consent, was read for information, and 


BLIC PRINTING. 


members were announced as 


ness befor 


: , 
mbers of the 


which pro ided for the printing, as soon as possi- 
ble, of 5,000 of the 20 000 copies ordered of the 
President’s messa 

to ‘Texas and Mexico; and also for the printing of 
the usual number of the re port of the Secre tary of 
the ‘T're sury. ; 

Before any action had been taken on this sub- 
it ct. : 
Mr. BAYLY’rose, and said he found his name 
upon the Committee on the Printing of the House, 
announced this morning. It was a subject on 
which he was profoundly ignorant, and he begged 
the House to excuse him from service. 

The question being taken, the motion was 
agreed to; and Mr, Rirrer was appointed by the 
Spe aker to supply the vacancy. 

Mr. GILES now repeated his request to the 
House to receive the resolution just read. If the 
House would indulge him five minutes, he would 
rive them the reasons which induced him to offer 
it at this stage of the proceedings. 

The SPEAKER informed the eentleman that 
the resolution could only be received by the unan- 
imous consent of the House, as there was a ques- 
tion which took precedence, being upon the reso- 
lution of the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. GILES trusted there would be no objection 
made on the part of any rentieman. . 

Mr. McCONNELL rose, and objected to the 
recepuion of the resolution. He objected to any 
business out of order. 


re, With the documents relating 


THE STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. TIBBATTS asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 


Resolved, That the several standing committees | 


be now appointed, except the Committee on En- 


eraving. 


Mr. MeCONNELL objected to the reception of | 


the resolution. 


The SPEAKER. 


The Chair is under the im- | 


yression that,as the resolution relates to the organ- 
ization of the House, it will take precedence of the 
resolution of the gentleman from Georgia. 


The resolution of Mr. Trssarrs thus being be- | 


fore the House, 

Mr. HOPKINS suegested to the rentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Tissarts] the propriety of modi- 
fying his resolution, so as to omit that portion of 
the resolution which related to the Committee on 
Engraving. Every gventleman was in favor of the 
former part of the resolution, which provided for 
the appointment of the committees of the House at 
this But as to the latter portion, there 
might be different opinions; and he thought the 
subject should be referred to the future determina- 
tion of the House. 

Mr. TIBBATTS wes willing, he said, so to 
modify the resolution as not to proceed now to the 
appointme nt of aCommittece on Engraving. 

Mr. HOPKINS. We had better pass the usual 
reneral order on the subject now, because we shall 
probably adjourn over until Monday, with a view 
to give the Speake roan opportunity of appointing 
the 


lume, 


eommittees, 

Mr. TIBBATTS yielded to the suggestion, and 
so as to leave out that 
portion which related to the Committee on Engrav- 
ine. And the resolution, as thus modified, was 
adopted. 


he modified his resolution 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 

On motion of Mr. RATHBUN, it was 

Ordered, ‘Vhat when the House adjourns to-day, 
it adjourn to meet on Monday next, that in the 
mean time the Speaker may have an opportunity 
to appomt the standing committees, 

Mr. OWEN inquired of the Speaker if it was 
now in order to give notice of leave to introduce a 
ball ? 

The SPEAKER said the first business in order 
was the resolution heretofore offered by the gen- 
Ueman from Georgia, |Mr. Cops,] in relation to 
the 

ALLOTMENT OF SEATS. 

Mr. POLLOCK rose to offer a resolution, which 
he desired might be read for information, 

Mr. COBB objected, and demanded the orders 
of the day. 

Whereupon, the House resumed the considera- 
tion of the following resolution, offered by Mr. 
Coss on the 2d instant: , 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House, imme- 
diately after the passage of this resolution, place 
in a box the name of each member of the House 
of Representatives, upon a separate piece of pa- 
per, and that he then proceed, in the presence of 
the House, to draw from said box, one at a time, 
the said pieces of paper, and, as each is drawn, he 
shall announce the name of the member upon it, 


sion. 

Mr. DODGE requested the gentleman to mod- 
ify the resolution, so as also to include the dele- 
cates from the Territories. 


Mr. COBB, remarking that this was his inten- | 


tion, readily acceded to the request; and the reso- 


| lution was modified accordingly. 
Mr. BRODHEAD demanded the previous ques- | 
| tion on the resolution. 


Mr. GIDDINGS called for tellers on the de- | 


mand for the previous question. 


| ‘Tellers were ordered; and the vote being taken, 
| the demand was seconded. 


And the main question (beine on the adoption 
1 } 


| of the resolution) was ordered to be now taken. 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


| who shall then choose his seat for the present ses- || 


Mr. WOODWARD inquired of the Speaker if | 


amendments were now In order. 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. McDOWELL wished to submit a few re- 
marks, as he believed he could do so in accordance 
with the rule, showing what had been the practice 


| of the House in this matter. 


Mr. HUNGERFORD moved to lay the resolu- | 


tion on the table. 

The SPEAKER, in reply to Mr. McDowe tt, 
stated, that, after the question had been propound- 
ed to the House, the demand for the previous ques- 


| tion seconded, and the main question ordered, it 
| would not be in order for the gentleman to debate 
| the question. 


Mr. McDOWELL appealed from the decision 
of the Chair, but, on a more distinct understanding 
of the decision, acquiesced in it, and withdrew his 
appeal. 


E. < 


Mr. PETTIT asked for the yeas and nays oy 
the resolution, which were ordered. ; 

Mr. GENTRY rose to a point of order. Hy 
thought if the House should proceed to vote «) 
the question now before it, it would subject itsely 
to the necessity of violating one of its own ry): s: 
and he called the attention of the Speaker to th; 
rule, to decide whether or not this House way 
competent to settle this question for itself. |; 
might be within its competency to settle it pros. 
pectively; but he raised the question whether to 
settle it for themselves would not be in violation 
of the 40th rule, which prescribed that ** no mem 
‘ber shall vote on any question in the event of 
‘which he is immediately and particularly interest. 
ed.”? [Laughter.] Now, he held it to be a clea; 
case, that every gentleman here was * immediately 
and particularly ”’ interested, and could not, there- 
fore, vote on the question without a direct and pal. 
pable violation of the rules of the House. [Re- 
newed lauchter. 

The SPEAKER. In the matter of the rules. 
they are as strictly applicable to a member in his 
representative as in his individual capacity, and 
the Chair, therefore, thinks that the point of ordey 
raised by the gentleman cannot be sustained. 

Mr. GENTRY. I acquiesce. 

Mr. MecDOW ELL rose toa point oforder. He 
maintained that there was another objection t 
this mode of procedure, inasmuch as it interfered 
with rights already vested; it contemplated an ¢a 
post facto, and, therefore, an unconstitutional pro- 
vision. [{Laughter.] In support of this view, li 
referred to the Parliamentary law as laid down i) 
Sutherland’s Manual, from which the Clerk read 
an extract prescribing the mode, long practised, of 
individual selection of seats not taken, to be indj 
cated by taking the key, and entering the name of 
the member on the desk. 

The SPEAKER remarked that it would un 
doubtedly be within the power of the House to 
take the proposed action, in case a majority deter- 
mined to do so. 

Mr. T. B. KING called for the reading of the 
rule of the House upon this subject. 

The SPEAKER replied that there was no rule 
reculating the matter. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD renewed his motion to 
lay on the table. 

Mr. COBB asked the yeas and nays on this 
motion; which were ordered. 

And the question was then taken, and decided 
in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Anderson, 


| Bayly, Bedinger, James Black, James A. Black, 


Blanchard, Bowlin, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Ca- 
bell, W. W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Co!- 
lamer, Constable, Cranston, Culver, De Mott, 
Dillingham, Dixon, Douglass, Erdman, Ficklin, 
Gentry, Giddings, Gordon, Graham, Grinnell, 
Hamlin, Hoge, Hopkins, John W. Houston, 
Edmond W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hud- 
son, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Hunter, 'T’. 8. 
King, Lawrence, Leib, Lumpkin, Maclay, Me- 
Clean, MecClernand, McConnell, McCrate, Me- 
Dowell, McGaughey, Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, 
Morris, Morse, Moseley, Moulton, Niven, Nor- 
ris, Parish, Payne, Pendleton, Perrill, Relfe, Jolin 
A. Rockwell, Runk, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Seaman, 
Seddon, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, 
Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, 
Strohm, Taylor, Thibodeaux, Benjamin 'Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Tilden, Wheaton, White, W1l- 
liams, Wilmot, Woodruff, and Yost—8s. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, At- 
kinson, Baker, Barringer, Bell, Benton, Bices, 
Boyd, Milton Brown, William G. Brown, Bul- 
fington, Burt, Cathcart, John G. Chapman, Reu- 
ben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, 


'| Cocke, Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, 


| Daniel, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dobbin, Dockery, 
| Dunlap, Ellsworth, Ewing, Faran, Foot, Foster, 


Fries, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, Grider, Grover, 
Hampton, Haralson, Harmanson, Harper, Hen- 
ley, Herrick, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Hough, 
G. S. Houston, Washington Hunt, Jenkins, 


| James H. Johnson, J. Johnson, Andrew John- 
| son, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kenn¢ dy, 
| Daniel P. King, Preston King, Leake, Lewis, 


Levin, Long, McClelland, McHenry, McKay, 


| John P. Martin, B. Martin, Owen, Perry, Pettit, 
| Pollock, Price, Ramsey, Reid, Rhett, Ritter, Ju- 


| 
| 


lins Rockwell, Root, Russell, Scammon, Schenck, 


‘| A. D. Sims, Leonard H. Simms, Simpson, Tho- 
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mas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, 
Strong, Sykes, Thomasson, James Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, Toombs, Treadway, 
Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, Wick, 
Winthrop, Wood, Woodward, Woodworth, 
Wright, \ ell, and Young—113. 

So the House refused to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the adoption of the resolution; and it was decided 
in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, 
Stephen Adams, Arnold, Ashmun, Atkinson, Ba- 
ker, Barringer, Bell, Benton, Biggs, Boyd, Mil- 
ton Brown, William G. Brown, Buffington, Burt, 
Catheart, John G. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, 
Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Cranston, 
Crozier, Cullom, Cummings, Cunningham, Dan- 
jel, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dobbin, Dockery, 
Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Ewing, Faran, Foot, 
Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gentry, Goodyear, Grider, 
Grinnell, Grover, Hampton, Haralson, Harman- 
ston Henley, Herrick, Hilliard, E. B. Holmes, 
Hough, G. 8S. Houston, Washington Hunt, Jas. 
B. Hunt, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn 
Jones, Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Leake, Lewis, 
Levin, Long, MeCleltand, McHenry, McKay, 
John P. Martin, Barclay Martin, Owen, Perry, 
Pettit, Pollock, Price, Ramsey, Reid, Rhett, Rit- 
ter, Julius Rockwell, Root, Russell, Scammon, 
Schenek, A. D. Sims, Leonard H. Simms, Simp- 
son, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, 
Stewart, Strong, Sykes, ‘Thomasson, Jas. Thomp- 
son, Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, Tombs, Tread- 
way, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, Wick, 
Winthrop, Wood, Woodward, Woodworth, 
Wright, Vell, Young, and Yost—117. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Bayly, Jas. Black, 
Blanchard, Bowlin, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Wil- 
lian W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Collamer, 
Constable, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Doug- 
lass, Erdman, Ficklin, Giddings, Giles, Gordon, 
Graham, Hamlin, Harper, Hoge, Hopkins, John 
W. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel D. 
Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Hunter, Jenkins, 
‘Thomas Butler King, Lawrence, Leib, Lumpkin, 
Maclay, McClean, McClernand, McCrate, Mc- 
Dowell, MeGaughey, Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, 
Morris, Morse, Moseley, Moulton, Niven, Par- 
ish, Payne, Pendleton, Perrill, Relfe, John A. 

tockwell, Runk, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Seaman, 
Seddon, Severance, Truman Smith, Robt. Smith, 
Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, Suohm, Taylor, 
Benjamin Thompson, Thurman, Tildon, Wheaton, 
White, Williams, Wilmot, and Woodrufi—77. 

When the name of Mr. McConne ut was called, 
he rose to make an explanation; which the Speaker 
informed him he could not do but by the unani- 
mous consent of the House. 

Several voices: ‘*‘ Go on; go on.”’ 

But objection being interposed, the explanation 
was not made, and Mr. ee declined to 
vote. 

And so it was— 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House, imme- 
diately after the passage of this resolution, place in 
abox the name of each member and delegate of 
the House of Representatives upon a separate 
piece of paper; that he then proceed, in the pre- 
sence of the House, to draw from said box, one 
at a time, the said pieces of paper, and as each is 
drawn, he shall announce the name of the member 
upon it, who shall then choose his seat for the pre- 
sent session. 

Several members rose to ask leave to introduce 
resolutions. 

The SPEAKER said the order required that the 
House should proceed to its immediate execution. 

Mr. RAMSEY moved that the House reconsider 
the vote adopting the resolution. 

His motion was lost by a large majority. 

Che House then proceeded to the execution of 
the order, 

The Clerk grotaces a box containing the name 
of every member, each on a separate piece of pa- 
per, and commenced to draw the names. 

Che name of Mr. Yancey being called, and he 
hot answering to the call— 

An maMey was put to the Chair whether, in 
case of the absence of a member, a seat might not 
be chosen for him by the members of his State 
delegation ? 


Mr. COBB observed, that when a member had 
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been in attendance from the commencement of the 
session, and happened accidentally to be absent 
when seats were drawn for, he thought that the 
spirit of the rule would very well admit of the ar- 
rangement proposed, : 

After some desultory conversation, the CHAIR 
decided that, by the acquiescence of the House, he 
should give the rule that interpretation. 

Mr. HA MLIN obje ected to the decision, If Mr. 
Y ane eY had been in attendance since the session 
commenced, he did not see how that entitled him 
to any privilege if he was absent at this time: it 
was the bounden duty of a member always to be 
found at his post, unless prevented by indis posi- 
tion, which created a different case entirely. 

The CHAIR thought Mr. Hamuin’s objection 
too late, inasmuch as he had given his decision 
under the general acquiescence of the House. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he had not acquiesced, and 
he should take an appeal from the decision. 

Afier some further conversation, and an expla- 
nation from the CHAIR— 

Mr. HAMLIN withdrew his appeal. 

Mr. HARALSON proposed that, for the more 
orderly carrying out of the resolution, the mem- 
bers should all vacate the seats now occupied, and 
retire into the area in front of the Clerk’s table, 
and then let each gentleman have a clear field to 
make the selection of such seat as he should pre- 
fer. 

Mr. SCHENCK supported this proposal, and it 
was finally agreed to. 

The drawing was then resumed, and completed. 
About three hours were consumed in the opera- 
tion. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. McCLERNAND gave notice that he would 

to-morrow, or as early thereafter as practicable, 


‘ask for leave to introduce a bill to reduce and 


craduate the price of the public lands. 

Mr. TIBBATTS eave notice of 
leave to introduce several bills, viz: 

A bill providing a similar « ompensation for the 
officers and soldiers who served in the Indian wars 
prior to the treaty of Greenville in 1795, as is now 
authorized by law to be paid to officers and sol- 
diers of the revolutionary war. 

A bill to amend an act entitled ** An act to pro- 
‘ vide for the better security of the lives of passen- 
* gers on board of vessels propelled in whole or in 
‘ part by steam,’’ approved July 9th, 1838. 

A bill making appropriations for the improve- 
ment of certain rivers and harbors. 

A bill to authorize the purchase of the residue 
of the stock held by individual stockholders in the 
Louisville and Portland Canal Company, and the 
Louisville Dry Dock Company, and to make the 
navigation of said canal free from toll. 

A bill making appropriations for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Ohio, Mississippi, 
Missouri, and Arkansas rivers. 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE. 


Mr. OWEN gave notice that on to-morrow, or 
some subsequent day of the session, he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill establishing a ** Smithson- 


motions for 


/ ian Institution.’’ 


PRINTING THE MESSAGE. 


Mr. GILES renewed the resolution which he 
asked leave to introduce this morning. It was 
read as follows: 

Resolved, That of the 20,000 copies of the Presi- 
dent’s Message now ordered to be printed, 5,000 
thereof, with the documents relating to ‘* Texas 
and Mezico,”’ be printed as soon as possible, for 
the use of this House; and, also, that the usual 
number of extra copies of the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury [on the state of the finances] 
aa accompanying documents be printed. 

Mr. G. sustained his motion by some remarks 
on the importance and value of the Executive Mes- 
sage, and in commendation of the course indicated 
by the President in reference both to Texas and 
Oregon. He wished to have that portion of the 
Message which referred to these subjects printed 
separately, and not encumbered with the volumin- 
ous additions of the Message itself, and the nu- 
merous documents accompanying it. He wanted 
that the action of the Government on these impor- 
tant branches of the public policy should be fully 
and universally known. Let the able exposé of the 
President in reference to them not only go to every 
part of our own land, but be extensively spread in 
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Europe, that the civilized world might fully ecom- 
prehend the stand taken by this country on both 
these pomts. ¥ 
In reference to the latter part of his resolution, he 
had included the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, because, as he understood, the printing 
of that document had not yesterday been ordered. 
Mr. ROBERT SMITH moved the following 
amendment: 
addition to the num- 
‘her already ordered, three thousand copies of the 
* President's 


* That there be printed, in 
Message and accompanying docu- 
* ments in the German lancuave.”’ 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding, * and in all other languages spo- 
ken in the United States.”’ 

Mr. R. SMITH, after a eulogy on the Message, 
dwelt on the impertance of affording to so re spec- 
table a portion of our population as were of Ger- 
man origin an opportunity of reading it in their 
own language. oe of them, possessed of pro- 
perty and great res} eetability , had lett their own 
COUNTY in Europe and come to cast thre ir lot v ith 
the people of America; and it was important that 
the Vy should have a clear comprehension of the 
state of our country and of the leading points of 
its publie poli y. 

\fter some conversation, in 
was made to Mr. Bropnerap’s amendment, as 
having been introduced when he had no right to 
the floor— 

Mr. BRODHEAD, though insistine that the 
motion had been made in order, consented, in or- 
der to prevent difliculty, to withdraw it. 

And the question then reeurring on the amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Roperr Smiru, it was deci- 
ded in the newative. 


which objection 


The question then being on the adoption of the 
resolution of Mr. Gires— 

Mr. PAY NE proposed to amend it so as to or- 
der the printing of 20,000 additional copies of the 
report of the “ccretary of the ‘Treasury. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to amend this 
ment by reducing the number to 10,000. He 
thought there so special in this re- 
port as to jusufy the printing of so large an extra 
number as that propose d by the gentleman from 
Alabama. The document was doubtless of great 
importance, but he saw no reason for se largely 
increasing the number usually printed. 
ument was very voluminous, 

Mr. PAYNE said, in reply, that it was precisely 
because he considered the report as not only very 
important, but very extraordinary in its character, 
that he had moved for the printing of 20,000 copies. 
He designated it as extraordinary, because it ap- 
proximate d to the free trade prineiple, and this, he 
believed, was the first time when this document, 
though annually put forth by the Treasury De- 
partment, had ever done so. An additional reason 
was, his expectation, or at least his hope, that the 
House would at this session be called to review 
our revenue laws. The public mind was awake to 
the subject, and he wished to present to it the im- 
portant facts and cogent reasoning in the report. 
The document was extraordinary in its ability, 
and extraordinary in the grounds taken, and ex- 
traordinary in the soundness and force of its ar- 
vuments. For these reasons, he desired it should 
be widely circulated. 

Mr. STEWART demanded the yeas and nays 
on this amendment; but the House refused to or- 
der them. 

Mr. 8. opposed the motion. He admitted, with 
the gentleman from Alabama, that this report was 
a very extraordinary document indeed, and it did 
for the first time put forth the doctrines to which 
the gentleman had alluded. Mr. S., believing 
these doctrines to be founded in error, and per- 
nicious in their tendency, had no desire to see them 
propagated by the agency of that House in print- 
ing so large a number of copies. He hoped that 
no more than the ordinary number would be 
ordered. 

And, pending the question on the amendment, 


The House adjourned ; 


tiie nd- 


was nothing 


The doc- 








IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 8, 1845. 
Mr. Barrow, of Louisiana, appeared in his 
place to-day. 
Mr. ARCHER presented the credentials of 
Isaac S. Pennypacker, elected a Senator from 
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the State of Virginia for the term of six years 
from the fourth of March last; which were read, 

Mr. Pennypacker then appeared, was sworn, 
and took his seat. 

Mr. ARCHER present d_ the 
Joun Macruernson Berrien, elected a Senator 
from the State of Georgia until the 
March, 1847, to fill the une xpired term of J. M. 


De rrichn, resize d. 


Mr. Berrien then appeared, was sworn, and 
took his seat. . ; 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate acommunication from the Department of State, 
enclosing a report of the contingent expe nditures 
of the department. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to lay the communication 
on the table, and print it. 

Which motion was arree d to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the War Department, on 
the subject of certain transfers of appropriations. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to lay the communication 
on the table, and print it. 

Which motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, with a statement from the Register of the 
Treasury, of the commerce and tonna 
United States for the year 1845 

Mr. SEVIER moved to lay the communication 
on the table, and print it. 

Which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STURGEON suggested that, as this was 
an important document, and the motion of the 
Senator from Arkansas embraced no extra coples s, 
and as he believed that it was the practice to have 
an extra number of the report printed, it would be 
proper to have an extra number supplied for the 
use of the Senate. He would therefore 
move that an extra number of the 
printed, 

Mr. SEVIER believed was an existing 
rule on the subject, and that an extra number 
would be supplied Without a spectal mouon to 
that effect. 

Mr. STURGEON then submitted a motion for 
the printing of the usual number of extra copies. 

Which motion was arreed to. 

Mr. DIX stated that it was also the practice to 
supply the department with a number of copies 
of this document. He therefore moved that two 
hundred and fifty copies be printed for the use ot 
the de -partme nt. 

Which motion was acreed to. 

The VICE 
ate a communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, enclosing a report of the articles inspected 
during the year ending the 30th June, 1845, the 
duties on which exceeded thirty-five per cent. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to lay the communication 
on the table, and print it. 

Which motion was agreed to. 





re of the 


desire to 
document be 


there 


Mr. BENTON rose for the purpose of present- | 


ing to the Senate a paper from Dr. White, who 
occupied the position of Indian agent for the tribes 
occupying the Territory of Oregon, west of the 
Roe ky mountains. This gentleman had, for the 
last half dozen years, been employed on that side 
of the Rocky mountains; and the paper which he 
now desired to present accompanied a_ petition 
from the American citizens inhabiting the Oreron 
‘Territory. These pe titioners stated that, for the 
preservation of order, they had, among them- 
selves, established a provisional and tempor ry 
government, subject to the ratification of the Uni- 
ted States Government. The 
strong and respectful language, ae uments why the 
citizens residing in that section of country should 
be me cted for the purpose of preserving their 
richts, and also as a means of prese rving ” order, 
The memorial was drawn up in a manner credit- 
able to the body by which it was presented, to the 
talents by which it was dictated, and to the patri- 
otte sentiments which pervaded it; and the appli- 
c in was worthy of a favorable conside ration for 
its mode ‘ration, rea and justice. As 
the best means of spre: ading the contents of this 
Pr tition before the country, and doing honor to the 
ability and enterprise of those who had presented it, 
he moved that it be read at the bar of the Senate. 
‘The petition was then read. 
. Mr. BENTON then moved to print the pe- 
tition. 
Which motion was avreed to. 


sonableness, 


credentials of 


fourth of 


PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- | 


petition set forth, in | 


The ismesick? is as follows: 
To the honorable the Senate and House of Represen- 


talives of the United States of sImerica in Congress 
assembled: 


Your memorialists and petitioners, the represen- 
tatives of the people of Oregon, for the smselves and 
in behalf of the citizens of the United States resid- 
ing in Uus Territory, would respectfuily submit to 
the consideration of your honorable body some 
of the grievances under which we labor, and pray | 
your favorable consideration of our petition for | 


their remedies. 

Without dilating upon the great importance of 
this Territory as an appendage to the Federal | 
Union sor consuming your valuable time in repeating | 
to you the oft-repeated account of our agric ultural 
and commercial advantages, we would, with due 
deference ’ submit to your se rious eonside ration 
our peculiar difficulties as occupants of this Terri- 
tory. As, by treaty stipulations between the Gov- 
ernment of the United States and Great Britain, 
this ‘Territory has become a kind of neutral ground, | 
in the oceupancy of which the citizens of the 
United States and the subjects of Great Britain 
have equal rights, and, as your memorialists hum- 
bly conceive, ought to have equal protec tion: such 
being the fact, the population of the Territory, 
though promise uously interspersed, is compose . 
of the subjects of a crown and the citizens of a | 
between whom no common bond of 
union exists. 

It may naturally be supposed, in the absence 
of any provision having been made by the two 
Governments to prevent or settle any such oc- | 
currence, that conflicting interest, aided by an- 
cient prejudices, would speedily lead to results the 
most disastrous, parucularly when it is considered 
that this mixed population exists in the midst of 
numerous and warlike tribes of Indians, to whom | 
the smallest dissensions among the white inhabi- 
tants would be the signal to let loose upon their | 
defenceless families ali the horrors of savage war- 
fare. 

‘To prevent a calamity so much to be dreaded, 
the weil-disposed inhabitants of this ‘Territory | lave | 
tound it absolutely necessary to establish a provi- 
sional and temporary government, embracing all 
free male citizens; and whose executive, legisla- | 
tive, and judicial powers, should be equal to all the | 
eXigencies that may arise among themselves, not 
provided for by the Government to which the y 
owe allegiance. And we are most happy to in- 
form your honorable body, that, with but few in- 
dividual exceptions, the utinost harmony and good 
will has been "the result of this, as we conceive, 
wise and judicious measure; and the British sub- 
jects and American citizens vie with each other in 
their obedience and respect to the laws, and in 
promoting the common good and general welfare 
of Oregon. 

Although such has been the result, thus far, of 
our temporary union of intere sts—though we, the 
citizens of the United States, have had no cause to 
c omplain, either of exactions or oppre ssion at the | 
hands of the subjects of Great Britain, but, on 
the contrary, it 1s but just to say that their con- 
duct towards us has been most friendly, liberal, 
and philanthropic; yet we fear a long continuance 
of the present state of things is not to be expect- 
ed—our temporary government being limited in its 
efficiency and crippled in its powers by the para- | 
mount duty we owe to our respective Govern- | 
ments—our revenue being inadequate to its sup- 
vort—and the almost total absence, apart from the 
alan Bay Company, of the means of defence 
against the Indians, which recent occurrences lead 
us to fear entertain hostile feelings towards the | 
people of the United States. 

Your memorialists would further inform your | 
honorable body, that while the subjects of Great | 
Britain, through the agency of the Hudson Bay | 
Cc ompany, are amply provided with all the muni- 
tions of war, and can afford, by means of their | 
numerous fortifications, ample ‘protection for them- | 
selves and their property, the citizens of the Uni- | 
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ted States are scattered over a wide extent of ter- 
ritory, without a single place of refuge; and, 
within themselves, are almost entirely destitute of 
the means of defence. 

Your memorialists would further crave your | 
indulgence to remark, that Great Britain has, by | 
extending her e riminal code to this country, gua- | 
rantied every British subject, claiming his birth- | 
right, a legitimate trial by the laws 


I 
| 


of his country. 
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We, as citizens of ‘Ge ‘United Sti ates, having 
neither the military protection of our Gove rnmment 
nor the extension to us of the civil laws of our 
country, are forced to the enactment and execu- 
tion of laws not authorized, and, for what we 
know, never will be sanctioned by our Govern- 
ment, 

Your memorialists would further call the atten- 
tion of your honorable body to the fact, that a 
citizens of the United States, we labor under the 
greatest commercial disadvantages: we have neither 
ships of war, nor of commerce, nor any naviga- 
tion of the rivers of the interior; and for want of 
adequate protection, no private capitalist among 
us can establish a successful competition with a 
wealthy and powerful monopoly, possessing al! 
the appliances of commerce, and all the influence 
over the natives by an early establishment among y 
them. We are, therefore, de pendent for a market 
for a large and i increasing surplus, and for nearly 
all our supplies, upon a single company, which 
holds the market under its control. 

Your memorialists, with a view to remedy the 
grievances under which they labor, pray the Na 
tional Congress to establish a distinct Territoriy 
Government, to embrace Oregon and its adjace;, 
seacoasts. . 

We pray for adequate meansof pr otection from the 
numerous Indian tribes which surround us; for i) 
purchase of territories which they are willing 1 to 
sell; and for agents, with authority to regulate in 
tercourse between whites and Indians, and between 
Indian tribes 

That donations of lands may be made acecordine 
to the inducements held out to us by the passag: 
of a bill through the United States Senate, at thy 
second session of the 27th Congress, entitled ** \ 
* bill to authorize the adoption of measures for the 
* oc cupation and settlement of the Territory of Or 
gon, for extending certain portions of the laws of 
the United States” over the same, and for other 
‘ purposes.”’ 

That navy eo and marine depéts may be es- 
tablished on the river Columbia, and upon Puget's 
sound, and a naval force adequate to our protection 
be kept permanently in the adjac ent seas. 

That a public mail be established, to arrive and 
depart monthly from Oregon city and Indepen- 
dence, and such other local mail routes be estab- 
lished as are essential to the Wallamette country 
and other settlements. ; 

We pray for the establishment of such commer- 
cial regulations as may enable us to trade in our 
own ‘Territory at least on an equality with non- 
resident foreigners. 

We pray that adequate military protection be 
given to emigrants coming to us, either by the es- 
tablishment of posts on the route, or by military 
escort. 

And we pray that,.in the event you deem it in- 
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| expedient as a measure, or contrary to the spirit of 


existing treaties, to establish a Territorial Govern- 
ment in Oregon, that you extend to us adequate 
military and naval protection, so as to place us at 
least upon a par with other occupants of this coun- 
try. 

For the granting of which your memorialists will 
ever pray. 


(Signed, ) OSBORN RUSSELL, 
PETER G. STEWART, 
Executive. 
J. W. NESMITH, 


Judge of Circuit Cowrt. 

Members of the Legislative Committee: 
M. M. McConner, Speaker, Jesse Appiecate, 
Mepap G. Fotsy, W. H. Gray, 
Joun GARRISON, Asan Benpricn, 
Davin Hinz, H. A. G. Les, 
Barton Leg, Jonn McCuiuvre, 
Ropert NEWELL, J. W. Soira, 

Hiram STrRAicur. 

Done at Oregon City, 28th June, 1845. 

Attest: J. E. LONG, Clerk. 
Mr. CAMERON presented several petitions from 


citizens of Pennsylvania, against the annexation to 
the Union of Texas or any other slave States. 


The ;etitions were laid on the table. 
Mr. SPEIGHT said he had not heard that 


any disposition was made of the petitions just pre- 
sented 
desired information on the subject. 


vy the Senator from Pe nnsylvania. He 


Mr. CAMERON said he believed the usual 


course before the appointment of the committees 


aan a a 








1845. 


hod been to lay petitions on the table; and he un- 
re tood that those which he had presented had 


—————— 





taken that course. , 
Mr. ALLEN, as far as he could be heard, said 
chat they would take this course, without any spe- 
cific motion. 

poSTPONEMENT OF ELECTIONS. 

Mr. SEVIER moved that the election of the 
standing committees and of the officers of the Sen- 
ate be postponed till to-morrow, at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. MANGUM regarded this motion as one 
which could not be sustained without a suspension 
of the rule of the Senate, which fixes this day for 
‘he election of officers. The only way to postpone 
these elections would be to suspend the rule which 
provides that they shall take place on the second 
Monday of the session. : ot 
“Viv, SEVIER said his object was principally to 

.ommodate his friends on the other side; and he 
wortainty had anticipated no objection from that 
jvarter, The rule, he believed, could not be sus- 
onded without giving a day’s notice; and such de- 
iny was not necessary to effect the object he had in 
view. He could, however, obtain his purpose as 
well by moving an adjournment; which he would 
do. if the objection was persisted in. 

\Ir. MANGUM had no other objection but that 
the motion appeared to him to be a violation of the 
rule of the Senate. 

Mr. SEVIER said that the subject having been 
taken up, it was in the power of the Senate to 
postpone till to-morrow. 

\lr. J. M. CLAYTON called for a division of 
the question. ‘he motion was to postpone the 
ylection of the standing committees and the officers 
ofthe Senate. He would move that the question 
he taken first on the first branch of the motion, as 
he agreed with the Senator from North Carolina 
that the rule of the Senate required them to pro- 
veed to-day to the election of officers. He was 
willing to postpone the election of the committees 
util the gentlemen on the other side were prepared 
to vo into it, but he thought it imperative on the 
Senate now to proceed to the election of officers. 

Mr. SEVIER thought the postponemem would 
he to the advantage of the gentlemen on the other 
side. He had no objection to go on now, and if 
they were ready, and determined to press the elec- 
tions to-day, be it so. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON was not disposed to 
press gentlemen to an election for which they were 
not prepared. But the rule, as to the election of 
olficers, was imperative. He knew not why they 
sould not proceed to this election. 

Mr. ALLEN understood the question to be on 
the division of the motion. He hoped that all the 
elections would be postponed, or none. 

Mr. SEVIER moved that the Senate now ad- 
journ. 

Mr. MANGUM: One moment. He had no par- 
ticular purpose to accomplish by his objection. 
He would be happy to go on with the elections 
to-day, in order to prevent any irregularity in the | 
proceedings of the Senate. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was willing to assent to 
any postponement which the gentlemen who had 
the control of the matter might deem necessary to 
produce harmony among themselves. If there 
was a probability that, by any further conferences, 
they could bring about that desirable object, he | 
would cheerfully vote for the postponement of the | 
tection of the committees; but unless there was 
Sutlicient ground for such hope, he would prefer to 
eoon now. As to the.election of the officers, he 
would object to a postponement for the same rea- 
fn which had been given by Senators near him. 
‘he Senate was full, and we ought to go on with 
these elections, 

Mr. SEVIER renewed his motion, that the Sen- 
ate do now adjourn; and the question being put, it 
was decided in the affirmative—yeas 25 nays 21. 

"he Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monpay, December 8, 1845. 

The Journal of Thursday was reail and approved. 
, Mr. Jerrerson Davis and Mr. Rosert W. 
‘OBERTS, members elect from the State of Missis- 
Sipol, appeared, were qualified, and took their seats. 


, 
fie 


the standing committees, provided for by the 
~~ and the appointment of which was ordered 
4 Lhursday last, were announced as follows: 


THE 


Committee of Elections.—Messrs. Hamlin, Au- 
gustus A. Chapman, Harper, Chase, Dobbin, Ells- 
worth, McGaughey, Chipman, and Culver. 

Committee of Ways and Means.—Messrs. MeKay, 
Dromgoole, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Hungerford, 
G. 5. Houston, Winthrop, Norris, Vinton, and 
Seaborn Jones. 

Committee of Claims.—Messrs. Vance, Daniel, 
Hoge, Stephens, Gordon, Pollock, Ligon, Leake, 
and John A. Rockwell. 

Committee on Commerce.—Messrs. McClelland, 
Tibbatts, Wentworth, Simpson, Grinnell, Law- 
rence, Giles, Levin, and Thibodeaux. 

Committee on Public Lands.—Messrs. MecCler- 
nand, ‘Thomas Smith, Collamer, James B. Hunt, 
Mosely, Morris, Relfe, Blanchard, and Ashmun. 

Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.— 
Messrs. Hopkins, Kennedy, Reid, Cranston, Me- 
livaine, ‘Thomasson, B. Martin, Hough, and Hil- 
liard,. 

Committee for the District of Columbia.—Messrs. 
Hunter, McDowell, Ficklin, Payne, Marsh, Wash- 
mgton Hunt, J. G. Chapman, A. D. Sims, and 
McHenry. 

Conuniilee on the Judiciary.—Messrs. Rathbun, 
Petut, Lumpkin, Milton Brown, Butlington, Con- 
stable, ‘Thurman, Dixon, and Biges. 

Committee on Revolutionary Claims.—Messrs. 
Joseph Johnson, Ficklin, D. P. King, St. John, 
Grider, Ewing, Clarke, Herrick, and Cabell. 

Comimnillee on Public Expenditures.—Messrs. 
Dunlap, Yost, Cunningham, Russell, Arnold, 
Runk, J. W. Houston, J. H. Campbell, and 
Lewis. 

Committee on Private Land Claims.—Messrs. 
Bowlin, Yancey, Wick, Andrew Johnson, Albert 
Smith, Stephen Adams, Morse, Long, 
‘Toombs. 

Committee on Manufactures.—Messrs. John Q. 
Adams, Woodward, Stewart, Hudson, Yancey, 
W.G. Brown, Wilmot, James H. Johnson, and 
J. P. Martin. 

Committee on Agriculiure.—Messrs. Anderson, 
James Black, Wright, Perrill, Grover, Dockery, 
L. H. Simms, Erdinan, and Root. 

Commitiee on Indian I i{faivs.—Messrs. Jacob 
Tr) Benton, Reuben Chapman, Yell, Foot, 


and 


HOMPSON, 


Barringer, Sawyer, Hampton, and Cathcart. 


Committee on Military .1jffairs.—Messrs. Haral- 
son, Yell, Brinkerhofl, burt, Ramsey, Niven, 
Bedinger, Baker, and 6. Thompson. 

Committee on the Militia.—Messrs. J. A. Black, 
E. W. Hubard, Abbott, Tilden, Ritter, Giddings, 
De Mott, Edsall, and Samuel D. Hubbard. 

Committee on Nuval -iffairs.—Messrs. I. 


. 
‘ 
4s 


| Holmes, Bayly, Maclay, ‘T. B. King, Schenck, 


Darragh, Stanton, MeCrate, and Wood. 
Commitiee on Foreign Ajjairs.—Messrs. C. J. 
Ingersoll, Rhett, Payne, Garrett Davis, Cobb, 
Truman Smith, Cullom, C. B. Sinith, and Perry. 
Committee on Territories. —Messrs. Douglass, 
Boyd, Graham, Dillingham, G. W. Jones, J. 
Rockwell, James Thompson, Price, and Young. 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. 
Brodhead, Atkinson, Parrish, Seaman, Owen, 
Barringer, Jenkins, Hampton, and ‘loombs. 
Committee on Invalid Pensions.—Messrs. Pres- 


| ton King, Starkweather, McConnell, Bell, Seddon, 


Delano, Cocke, Goodyear, and Moulton. 
Committee on Roads and Canals.—Messrs. Robert 


| Smith, Foster, Boyd, Gentry, Pendleton, E. B. 


Holmes, Strohm, Williams, and Miller. 
Committee on Patents.—Messrs. Henry, Maclay, 


| Marsh, Sykes, and T’. B. King. 


Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.— 


| Messrs. Ficklin, McClean, Winthrop, Farran, 


and Woodworth. 
Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business.— 
Messrs. Sawtelle, Cummins,'l'readway, Wheaton, 


and 'Trumbo. 


Committee on Accounts.—Messrs. Taylor, D. P. 
King, Farran, McClean, and W. W. Campbell. 

Commitiee on Mileage.—Messrs. John P. Mar- 
tin, Severance, Henley, McDowell, and James 
Thompson. 

Committee on Expenditures in the State Depart- 
ment.—Messrs. Strong, J. H. Campbell, Crozier, 


| Edsall, and J. H. Johnson. 


Committee on Expenditures in the Preasury De- 
partment.—Messrs. Scammon, White, E. W. 
Hubard, McCrate, and Root. 

Committee on Expenditures in the War Depart- 
ment.—Messrs. Leib, Woodruff, Crozier, Price, 


‘and J. Rockwell. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


Committee on Expenditures in the Nuvu Depart- 
ment.—Messrs. Collin, Fries, Blanchard, Lone 
and Moulton. 

Committee on Engraving.—Messrs. Yost, Perry, 
and Cocke. : 

The SPEAKER announced that the business 
first in order was the resolution offered on Thurs- 
day by the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Gives, } 
inrelation to the printing of additional extra copies 
of so much of the President’s Message and the 
accompanying documents as related to Texas and 
Oregon, &e., and the amendment pending thereto. 

Mr. BRODHEAD inquired of the Speaker 
whether a resolution going to the organization of 
the House, did not take precedence, 

The SPEAKER. The resolution of the centle- 
man from Maryland, having been lett before the 
House at the time of its last adjournment, would 
now legitimately be the proper business before it. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. eave notice of leave to 
introduce a bill establishing a port of entry at the 
city of Chicago. Ff 

Mr. BRODHEAD now asked leave to introduce 
the resolution which he had indicated, and which 
was read for information. — [It provides for the ap- 
pointment of a Joint Committee on the Library. ] 

Mr. PAYNE objected, and desired that the reso- 
lution pending on Thursday micht be taken Up). 

Mr. PRODHEAD moved to postpone the orders 
of the day, with a view to enable him to introduce 
the resolution. 


> 


And the question being taken, the motion was 
rejected, 


So the orders of the day were not postpone d. 


TILE PRESIDEN r’s MESSAGE. 

Whereupon the House resumed the considera 
tion of the following resolution, offered on ‘Vhur: 
day by Mr. Giies 

Resolved, That of the twenty thousand copies of 
the President’s Messave now ordered to be print 
ed, five thousand thereof, with the documents re 
lating to ** Texas and Mexico,”’ be printed as soon 
as possible for the use of this House; and, also, 
that the usual number of extra copies of the Re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury [on the state 
of the finances] and accompanying documents, be 
printed, 

This resolution Mr. Payne, of Alabama, had 
heretofore moved to amend, by strikine out the 
words **usual number ” of extra copies, and in- 
serting ** twenty thousand.’’ 

And Mr. Hopkins had moved to amend the 
amendment by striking out ‘twenty thousand,”’ 
&c., and inserting ** ten thousand.’’ 

{‘Vhis being in effect the same proposition as 
was contained in the original resolution, the amend- 
ment was not before the House as a distinct or for- 
mal proposition. | 

‘Tellers were appointed on a demand heretofore 
made for the yeas and nays on the amendment, 
which were now ordered. 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, was pro 
ceeding to appeal to his friends, and especially to 
the friends of the tariff, to sustain the demand for 
the yeas and nays; when 

Objections were made, on the ground that the 
previous question had been moved and seconded, 

The SPEAKER stated his impression that the 
previous question had not been demanded, and 
therefore debate was in order. 

As the result, however, of some further conver- 
sation on the question of fact, the Journal of that 
part of Thursday’s proceedings was read, from 
which it appeared that the previous question had 
been demanded by Mr. Bropneap, and that the 
main question had been ordered. 

So, further debate not being in order, 

The main question (being first on the elt 
ment of Mr. Payne) was taken, and decided in 
the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, 
Bayly, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, William 
G. Brown, Burt, Cabell, Catheart, Reuben Chap- 
man, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Constable, 
Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargin, 
Jefferson Davis, De Mott, Dobbin, Douglass, F'a- 
ran, Ficklin, Fries, Garvin, Hamlin, Haralson, 
Henley, Hoge, I. E. Holmes, George 8. Hous- 
ton, E. W. Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Law- 
rence, Leake, Leib, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClel- 
land, McClernand, MecCrate, John P. Martin, 
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farclay Martin, Morris, Niven, Norris, BEE, 
Parish, Payne, Perrill, Pettit, Price, Rathbun, 
Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts, tussell, Sawtelle, 
Sawver, A. D. Sims, L. H. 


Simms, a 
Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, St. John, 


Strong, Sykes, ‘Taylor, Thibodeaux, James 
Thompson. Thurman, Tibbatts, Wentworth, 
Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, Wood- 
worth, Yancey, and Yell—91. 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. 
nold, Ashmun, Baker, Barringer, Bedinger, Bell, 
, James Black, Blanchard, Brinker- 
Buffington, W.W. 
Collamer, 
Delano, 
Edsall, 


Foster, Gen- 


Adams, Ar- 


Benton, Biges 
hoff, Brodhead, Milton Brown, 
Campbell, J. H. Campbell, 
Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Garrett Davis, 
Dillingham, Dixon, Dockery, Dunlap, 
Ellsworth, Erdman, Ewing, Foot, 
try, Giddings, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, 
Grider, Grinnell, Grover, H umpton, Harmanson, 
Harper, Herrick, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Hop- 
kins, Hough, John W. Houston, Hudson, Hun- 
eerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Jo- 

oh R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Kennedy, Daniel P. 
Kine, Prost ton Kine, ‘Thomas B. King, Lewis, 


McDowell, 


Cocke, 


Levin, MeClean, MeGauche y> Me- 
llenry, Me livein . McKay, Marsh, Miller, Mose- 
| \Vioulton, Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Ritter, 


Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, 
Scammon, Schenck, Se pmen Severance, ‘Truman 


Smith, Stephen 


Smith, Albert Smith, ; aleb B. 
Stewart, Strohm, -adleacactl Benjamin Thomp- 
son. ‘Pilden, Trumbo, Vance, Whe aton, W hite, 
Winthrop, Wood, Woodruff, Young, and Yost— 


LOD. 
So the amendment was rejected, 
And (after some unimportant conversation) the 


resolution, a ri rinally offered, Was adopted. 


rHE PUBLIC 


Mr. HOUSTON gave notice of a motion for 
leave to introduce two bills, viz: 


LANDS. 


\ bill to establish a permanent and pros} vective 
pre-emption system in favor of actual settlers on 
the praatolar lands 

A bill to cede to the State of Alal 
lic lands lying within the 
purposes of education. 


mama the pub- 
lunits of that State, for 


MINERAL LANDS. 


Mr. HOGE eave notice of a motion for leave to 
introduce a bill to sell the reserved mineral lands 
in the State of Illinois and in the Territories of 
lowa aud Wis ‘OUSI. 

GOVERNMENT OF 

Mr. BOWLIN eave 


to introduce 


OREGON. 
notice of a motion for leave 
a Inil organizing a Territorial Govern- 
ment in the Oregon ‘Territory, and for other pur- 
poses 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD offered the 
current resolution: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring.) 
committee a three members of 
appointed t 


following con- 


That a joint 
ct ach House be 
» direct and superintend the expendi- 
ture of all moneys ay ppropriated for the purchase 
of books for the Library of and all 
such ot! ier matters pertaining to the said library 
not otherwise provided for by law. 

The resolution was read and ae to: <= Mr. 
Bropueap, Mr. Owen, and Mr. . W. Camp- 
BELL were ap pointed of the committee on Ses part 
of the House. 


REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENTS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House sundry 
communications from Executive Departments, 
_— 


C onere 





SS: 


1. From the Secretary of the T reasury, trans- 
mitting the Annual Report of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, with many « accompanying 
docume , in reference to the condition and opera- 
tions of that branch of the public service during the 
past vear. 

Referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Il. From the Secretary of State, accompanied 
by a report, in detail, of the expenditures ‘of the 
fund apy vropriated to defray the continge nt ex- 
selec of the Department and of Foreign Mis- 
sions for the year ending June 30, 1845. — 

Referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the 
Department of State, and ordered to be printed. 


> 


THE CON GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


DUTIES BEYOND 35 PER CENT. 


III. From the Secretary of the Treasury, ac- 
companied by the statement require d to be fur- 
nished by the 27th section of the tariff act of 1842, 
of articles s imported in the year ending 30th June, 
1845, the duty ea which exceeded thirty-five per 
cent. on their wholesale market value. "These ar- 
ticles are: 

Cotton bagging of other materials then hemp. 

Wines, white and red, in bottles, of Austria. 

Spirits, foreign distilled, from grain. 

Do. do. do. from brandy. 
Do. do. do. from other materials. 

Sugar, loaf, and other refined. 

Sirup of suvar and cane. 

Spices—pepper, black, Cayenne, pimento. 

Date Ss. 

Ochre, dry. 

Whiting and Paris white. 

Cordage, tarred, and cables; also, untarred. 

Glass—Cut chandeliers, candlesticks, &c. 

Plain, moulded, or pressed tumblers. 

Demijohns and carboys. 

Le ad—S} ot. 

In sheets and forms not specified. 
Manufactures of iron— 

Spikes, cut or wrought. 

Chain cables and parts. 

Wrought, for ships, locomotives, and steam-en- 

Pines, 

Chains, other than cables. 

Sad irons, hatters and tailors’ irons. 

Nail or spike rods, slit, rolled, or hammered. 

Hoop iron. 

Writing paper. 

Coke or culm. 

Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 

COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. 

IV. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting the Annual Statements of the Commerce 
and Navigation of the United States, for the year 
ending the 30th June, 1845. 

Reterred to the Committee on Commerce; and, 
on motion of Mr. MeCLELLAND, 10,000 copies 
extra thereof were ordered to be printed. 

V. From the Secretary of the Treasury, accom- 
panied by an account of the Receipts and Expen- 
ditures of the Government for the year ending 
June 30, 1845, prepared in the office of the Regis- 
ter of the " rreasury, pursuant to a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the United States of 

the 3d December, 1791. 

Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed; and, on motion of Mr. 
PRESTON KING, one hundred copies extra were 
ordered for the use of the Treasury Department. 

VI. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a re port of the Register of the Treasury, in 
pursuance of the order of “the House of Represen- 
tatives of the 3d February, 1845, exhibiting the 
duties which accrued on merchandise imported 
during the year ending December 31, 1844. 

Referred to the Committee of W ays and Means, 
and not ordered to be printed. 


VIL. From the Secretary of War, in answer to an 
order of the House of the 3d Mare h,1 845, instruct- 
ing r him to institute an inquiry into the investment 
of the Chickasaw fund, arising under the treaties 
of 1832 and 1834; as also into the disbursement of 
said fund. 

Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


THE ANNUAL ESTIMATES. 


VII. From the Secretary of the Treasury, ac- 
companied by the estimates from the several de- 
partments and branches of the Government of the 
sums necessary to be appropriated for the service 
of the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1847. 

Referred to the Committee of Ways ‘and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 

These estimates propose— 

For the civil list, foreign in- 

tercourse, and miscella- 

RODE je cccccnsceseeersespesendaees 133 
Army proper,.........+00.+00+00d3204,396 
Fortifications, ordnance, &c..4,071,809 
Indian department..............1,192,610 
PIN ins sks cionessepinesscs hana 
Naval establishment...........6,309,390 





$21,079,440 


To hone are added: 


Ist. The appropriations for the same 
year made by former acts of er 


Dee. 8 


manent character, amounting roy Pt 9 907 q)- 
Qd. Existing appropriations, which 

will be required to be expended in 

the fiscal year ending 30th June, 

1847, aMOUNLING tO.........cccceeeeeees 1,441.45 





CONTESTED ELECTION FROM FLOoRip,. 
Mr. HUNTER rose to a question of pri, 


He presented the memorial of Wittiam H. Ba, 
ENBROUGH, claiming the seat in the House as) 
resentative from the State of Florida, in the , 
of Epwarp CaRRINGTON CABELL, the return: 
sitting member. 
And Mr. H. offered the following resolution, 
Resolved, That the said memorial be referred 
the Committee on Elections, with instructions - 
report whether the petitioner was not entitled 
have been returned and commissioned as a » 
ber of the House of Representatives in the J 
ty- -ninth Congress, = the State of Florida, 
time when Epwarp C. Case. receive: (hy 
mission; and as soon thereafter as they hay 
amined the question, whether the said ; 
was not elected by a majority of the | gil \ 
fied voters of the State of Florida a member o 
House of Representatives in the ‘Twenty- 
Congress, according to the laws of the State y 
provide for that purpose. 
Mr. HAMLIN was opposed to the ad« pt 
the instructions: they assumed the existe, 
facts of which this House had no knowled«: 
vet in reference to which it was invited t 
These facts ought first to be inquired. i 
ascertained, and that was the precise duty « 
Committee of Elections. When they | 
tained the facts, and reported them to the [lo 
then the House would be in a condition to 
regard to them, but not before. The procedun 
proposed was altogether novel and unpreced 
It would be better to leave the committee alt: 
free and untrammelled, to report at their ow 
cretion not only the facts referred to in the ins: 
tions, but all other facts which, in their juds 
had a bearing on the question. The re ” re! 
these instructions might be too narrow, 
bly, i itmight be too broad: let the appropriate | 
mittee, whose province it was, judge for | 
selves as to the subjects and extent of their w- 
quiry. But if the gentleman contesting thes 
the representative from Florida entertained 
that the Committee of Elections would 
duty, let the terms of the resolution be made ye 
broads r, and make it the duty not only of t 
ticular committee, but of all the other staudwz 
committees of the House, to report the facts: 
nected with the questions referred to. Why si 
the instruction be given to this committe 
and in reference to this case alone? Wherein ci 
it differ from other cases? The memorial purport! 
to contain the facts of the case; but if the Hous 
was to act upon these by following the niciio! 
with corresponding instructions, why not fo 
out the principle, and accompany w ith instru 
the reference of every other memorial ? fr was 
hardly respectful to the Committee of Elect 
move such instructions as had now been prop std 
Mr. HUNTER spoke in defence of the rs 
tion he had offered. He was surprised at ther 
sistance it had met with, inasmuch as it was * 
ply a resolution of inquiry. Nothing certa 
could have been further from his intentions | 
to treat the committee with the least disrep¢ 
He did not even know of whom the comuilt 
consisted, nor was he, to his knowledge, acq! 
ed with a single gentleman who had been 4))" 
ed a member of it. The course he popes ve 
objected to as being novel and unpreced nted; 
it was true that it might be considered as nov! 
one respect, inasmuc ch as it asked the commit 
to report, in the first place, in reference to U a 
turn, and, in the second place, in regard © 
election itself. In this respect, it might be al 
proceeding; but Mr. H. asked it simply «s @! 
of justice betw een the parties, without having ; 
self made up any opinion as to the queste! 
issue. 
He thought it due to the petitioner and '9 
| tice that an inquiry should first be made as 0“ 
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a aia cS 
question who was rightfully entitled to the return, 
The legality of the return could be settled only by 
reference to the election law of Florida. The peti- 
tioner took the ground that those votes only could 
lecally be counted which had been re vorted to the 
secretary of State by the Judges of Probate; and 
he contended that if those votes alone had been 
taken into consideration, the return must: have 
n given to himself, and not to the sitting mem- 
her, inasmuch asa majority of such votes had been 
cast in his favor. Now, if this statement was 
true, then the petitioner ought to occupy the seat 
until the question of right between the parties 

should be finally settled. 
Although it was true that such a proceeding was 
without a precedent, as far as Mr. H. knew, in 
our own Congressional history, yet those who 
were familiar with Parliamentary precedents in 
England, must know that nothing was more usual 
in the House of Commons than to separate the 
questions of return and election. He held in his 
‘and the report of one case, in which there had 


bee 


he 
hh 


heen a double return; and it was a to refer | 


the returns to a committee; but the House refused, 
and settled the question themselves. Whether the 
facts as stated in the memorial were true or not, 
Mr. H. could not pretend to say. All he wanted 
was, that a committee should inquire whether, ac- 
cording to the laws of Florida, the present sitting 
member had been justly entitled to that return un- 
der which, as prima facie evidence, he now held 
his seat. Members must all be familiar with the 
delays which frequently took place in settling 
questions of contested elections. Everybody knew 
that the inquiry might be spun out for weeks and 
months, during the whole of which time an ii - 
dividual might be deprived of his just rights, and 
this might happen without any improper design, 
or any improper conduct on the part of the Com- 
mittee of Elections. From a pressure of business, 
or other eauses, the delay might be unavoidable. 
At the time the certificate in this case was given, 
some of the returns in Florida had not yet come 
in: and the petitioner thinks, that if he is right as 
to the law of Florida, there can be no doubt that 
he ought to have had the return. Mr. H. repeat- 
ed that this was simply a resolution of inquiry, 
and it differed in no respect from the references 
ordinarily made to Committees of Elections, save 
in requiring a preliminary report as to the re- 
turn. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS was decidedly op- 
posed to the instructions accompanying the resolu- 
tion; and that on two grounds: first, because they 
were entirely novel and unprecedented; and, se- 
condly, beeause of the principle on which they pro- 
ceeded. The instruction directed the attention of 
the committee to two distinct issues, and required 
separate reports to be made upon each. Now, it 
might so happen that these reports would be di- 
reclly adverse to each other. He thought such a 
proceeding not only unauthorized, but impolitic 
and unjust. ‘Two claimants from the new State of 
lorida asserted respectively their right te a seat 
on this floor. According to all settled usage and 
Parliamentary principle, the claimant who was pos- 
sessed of the regular return was entitled to take his 


seat; then, if the other felt himself aggrieved, the | 


uniform course of proceeding was, that he should 


file his memorial, and present the evidence in favor | 


of his claim. 


Mr. HUNTER here interposed, and was un- | 


derstood to say that the petitioner claimed that he 
ought to have received the return. 

_ Mr. DAVIS still insisted on his objection to the 
instructions, because they presented two issues, to 
be settled by the committee; whereas, in all cases 


of coutesied election, there was but one broad issue, | 


namely, which of the claimants was entitled to the 
seat. Election committees never reported as to 
which of the claimants was entitled to the return; 
but, afier an examination of the whole case, they 
reported which of them, in their judgment, had re- 
ceived a majority of the votes given. That was 


THE CO 


the true issue, and the only one they ought to be | 
called to decide. Suppose, as he had before sug- | 


gested, that the committee should make two dis- 


oo reports, in direct opposition to each other, and | 
oth on the same day. One of these reports would | 


declare that the contestant was entitled to the re- 
‘urn, and the other that the sitting member, as 
‘aving received a majority of votes, was entitled 


be. 


| tish precedents. 
to the seat. What an absurd spectacle would it | 





out of the instructions proposed. Mr. D. knew of 
no principle which would justit'y a requisition on 
the committee to report on any but one issue, and 
that was, which of the claimants had been duly 
elected. No report short of that could settle their 
claims. It was for these reasons he was opposed 
to the adoption of the resoluuon. He trusted that 
the old and established mode, which had prevailed 
from the foundation of the Government, would 
sull be adhered to; that all the papers would be 
submitted to the committee, and that the commit- 
tee would then be required to report generally and 
broadly who was entitled to the seat. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL obtained the 
floor, but yielded it for the purpose of explanation 
to— 

Mr. HUNTER, who wished to offer a few 
words in reply to the gentleman trom Kentucky. 
In doing so, he should be briefy inasmuch as he 
spoke by the indulgence of the honorable gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania. 

The gentleman considered the proceeding as 
wholly novel and without precedent; but if he 
would give himself the trouble of examining but a 
little into the Parliamentary pracuce of Great Bri- 
tain, he would find that it was not novel, and that 
it had frequent precedent on that side the water. 
Mr. H. might refer to many cases, but he should 
confine himself to a single one. A case of con- 
tested election had come before the House of Com- 
mons from the borough of Minehead, in Somerset. 


Mr. H. would not detain the House by reading it; 
gentlemen could examine it for themselves. But 


nothing was more common in England than to 
separate the questions of the return and the elec- 
tion. If the ventleman would consult the Consti- 
tution of his own country, he would find the same 
distinctions prevail there, for it declared that each 
House of Congress should be the sole judge of the 
election, return, and qualifications of its own mem- 
bers. Here the question of election was separate d 
from the question of return, and the House was 
made the judge of both. Now, unless the Consti- 
tution had contemplated cases in which the ques- 
tion should be separated, the insertion of the word 
‘return’? was a mere pleonasm. ‘The gentleman 
put the case of a committee making two reports in 
opposition to each other, and on the same day; but 
the case was one which could not happen, because 
the question of election would override and super- 
sede the question of return. But while these two 
reports, as the gentleman supposed, might be made 
on the same day, they might on the other hand be 
weeks and even months apart. ‘The question of 
return might be a very simple one, and might be 
reported on immediately, whilst the final question 
of election might prove a very difficult one, and 
the settlement of it detain the committee a great 
while. During all that trme the member righttully 
entitled to the return ought provisionally to oceupy 
the seat, and therefore a separate report ought to 
be made on that question. 

Mr. CABELL, the sitting member from Florida, 
expressed his wish that the memorial and accom- 
panying paper might be read, for he really was to 
this moment ignorant of the ground taken by his 
opponent. It was but the day before he left Tal- 
lahassee that he had received a letter from his 
friend Mr. BrockensrouGu, apprizing him that 
Mr. B. proposed to contest the seat, as having re- 
ceived a majority of legal votes and being legally 
entitled to the return. He wished for his own 
satisfaction to hear what were the grounds of argu- 
ment taken. 

(The memorial of Mr. Brockensroveu, and 
the accompanying papers, were read at the Clerk’s 
table. | 

Mr. SEABORN JONES said, he presumed that 
the House could have no objection as to an inquiry 
into the facts of the case. ir these facts went to 
show that the member now holding the seat was 
justly entitled to the return he had received, let 

im retain the place he occupied; but if it should 
appear that his opponent ought legally to have re- 
ceived the return, then let him take it. The ques- 
tion of the election was another matter, and could 


| be settled afterwards. 


Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL would risk one 
or two observations in reply to the remarks which 
had been made by the gentleman from Virginia 
before him, [Mr. Hunrer,] in relation to the Bri- 
For one, he should demur to the 
authority of those precedents when read in this 


And yet such a result might very well grow || House. They were certainly not binding here, 
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and that because the cases were not analogous. 
The construction of committees in the Liouse of 
Commons and in our House of Representatives 
were entirely different. ‘The committees raised 
there were raised for a particular occasion, and 
acted under immediate and precise orders from the 
House; their inquiries were restricted to limited 
questions, cireumscribed by the special direction 
of the House itself; but the standing committees 
in this House were of a character inherently and 
essentially diferent: these were not transient and 
occasional, but permanent; they were familiar 
with the duties pertalung to their appomtrrents 
they were in the habit of conducting ofheial inves- 
tierations .and their re ports to the Llouse embod d 
not only a mass of important information and a 
comprehensive view of the tacts of the case ‘ but, 
with the of their own 
knowledge and previous study, and presented all 
the views which had a bearing on the questions re- 
ferred tothem. Hle would take the lloerty of sue- 
resting to the gentleman from Virginia, waese can- 
dor he was sure would receive kindly any sugees- 
tion which commended itself to his ( 
that precedents drawn from our own Congression- 
al history would be far more conclusive 
derived trom a fore: 
ings, however wise and experienced, were totally 
different trom whose committees 
were more analogous toa grand jury than to the 


connected these, resuits 


eood schse 

than those 
m tribunal, whose proceed 

our owl, and 
standine committees of the House of Re presenta 

tives. ‘The maquiry any directed 
against the claim of a sitting member must, tia its 
very nature, cover the whole ground; for the ques- 
tion was, which of the claimants was entitled to 
the seat? The sittine me mober, in the prese ht case, 
was certainly entitled to tt prima fucie, having pre- 
sented an official certificate under the broad seal of 
the State he claimed to represent ‘There he would 
naturally remain until a deci was had on the 
final issue, when the prima fucte evidence would be 
done away or superseded by that evidenee which 
was conclusive in the case, and then the 


on memorial 


ton 


sitting 
member would either be contirmed or superseded, 
but certainly the prima fucie evidence must remain 
till that which was conclusive was brought 
But suppose these instructions to be adopted; and 
what would be the result? A member now held 
his seat on certain prima fucie evidence; the 
mittee was directed to examine, and the effeet of 
its examination might be the presentation of a 
counter prima facie case, and then that case might 
itself be overturned by an examination of all the 
votes given, and thus a first case might be super- 
seded by a second, and the second by a third, and 
so on: the House thus pursuing a wavering and 
sinuous course of legislation before ut settled down 
on any definite result. 

He did not conceive that any difficulty was like- 
ly to arise from unnecessary delay.‘ com@mit- 
tee was well constituted, and would doubtless be 
diligent in the discharge of its duty. There was 
no inherent difficulty in the case; aud if it present- 
ed an aspect in any degree complex, it could only 
arise from the recent change in the condition of 
Florida, whieh had passed from being a ‘Territory 
into the condition of a State, with a State Govern- 
ment and laws of its own. ‘The ditleulty did not 
arise from the votes given, but from the principle 8 
involved; yet it was surely a matter which might 
soon be settled. Meantime he should be sorry that 
ceentlemen should seek elsewhere than in their own 
Government for precedents to direct or justify their 
course, 

Mr. G. DAVIS said that he had slightly glanced 
at the ease in the House of Commons, which had 
been referred to by the centleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Hunrer,] and he found it not applicable to 
the case in hand—it was the case of an election 
held in Minehead, in Somerset. At their election 
in England the votes were taken by certain infe- 
rior officers, who made their return to the sheriff, 
and the sheriff made his to Parliament. Now, it 
happe ned in this case that there were two classes 
of these inferior returning officers, who made to 
the sheriff two separate returns; one of which the 
sheriff received, while he rejected the other; and 
the question to be settled was, which of the two 
classes was entitled to make the return to the 
sheriff. The House decided the sheriff ought to 
have received the return which he rejected, and to 
have rejected the one which he allowed. But that 


lo view. 





Coll. 


Pine 
li 


did not touch the present case, because the sitting 
member from Florida had a return made con- 
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fessedly by the proper officers. If the competing 
claimant could show that he had received the ma- 
jority of votes— 
“ Mr. HUNTER here interposed to say that the 
competing claimant had shown that he did receive 
mu majority of the votes returned to the Secretary 
of State by the Judges of the Court of Probate. 
Mr. DAVIS was here understood to inquire 
whether the Secretary of State of Florida was the 
proper officer to give a return to a member of 
Coneress 


Mr. HUNTER’S reply was not distinctly heard, 


but he was believed to say that the Secretary of 
State was the proper officer to make a return to the 
Crovernor. 

Mr. DAVIS asked whether the gentleman from 
Virginia could produce a single case where a mem- 
ber had presented the certificate of the proper re- 
turning officer, and on that prima facie evidence 
had been refused a seat? 

Mr. HUNTER re plied that he had not quoted 
this British case as being analogous in Its circum- 

inees to the election in Florida, but simply to 

iow that the House of Commons did separate 
the question of return from the question of elec- 
tion. 
Mr. DAVIS said that the precedent did not ap- 
ply to the facts of the present case, because the 
sitting member held a return from the proper offi- 
eor: and he challenged the gentleman to show from 
sitting member 
with such a certificate in his hand had ever been 
deprived of his seat on any evidence short of ac- 
tral proof that he had not been elected. If the 
objection here had been the same as in the Eng- 
lich ease referred to, the precedent might be worth 


the records of Parliament where a 


something. 

Vir. HUNTER said he did not know how the 
facta stood, The petitioner contended that in fF lor- 
ida the Judges of | robate were the proper return- 
ing officers. 

\ir. DAVIS resumed. If the only question 
here had been whether the return presented by the 
sitting member had been made by the proper ofli- 
eor, the gentleman’s precedent might sustain him; 
itcould be shown that the certificate 
was given by a prope r ofheer, then he demanded 
onee more of the gentleman from Virgimia to show 
him any precedent under w hich Mr. CaBeu. might 


borat Supp Sine 


be* de prived of the seat he now oecupied, short of 


proof that he had not been elected. It would be 
unparliamentary to unseat him: it could not be 
without showing that he had received a mi- 
nority of the 


done 
Lhe instructions 
proposed a state of things altogether anomalous. 


leval votes cast. 


if the ewentleman would modify his resolution so 
as to require the committee to examine whether 
tue sitting member had produced a return signed 


by the proper officer, Mr. D. would not object to 
itz but to co be yond that would he unprecedented 
The instructions supposed that the 
committee might report that the petiuoner was en- 
titled to the return, but that the sitting member 
had been actually elected; which was absurd. 

Mir. Hi NTER asked how a committee could 
make such a report? If the sitting member was 
elected he certainly was entitled to the return. 

Mir. DAVIS said that such a consequence might 
resolution. ‘They might report 
now that the clammant was entitled to his seat be- 
cause he ought to have had the return, and three 
or six months hence might discover and report 
that the present sitting member was duly elected. 

Vir. HUNTER said certainly they might, and it 
was precisely because they might, that he wished 
areport first made on the return. 

Mr. DAVIS resumed. If it turned out that the 
member was entitled to his seat, as having 
heen elected, how unjust it would be that he should 
have been kept three or six months outofit. The 
issues had never been separated: there was in fact 
but one issue In the ease, and that was, who had 
W hoever that might be, 


and unjust, 


trom the 


TTINe 


sitting 


received the most votes? 
he was entitled to the seat. 
The question being put by the Chair on the 
adoption of the resolution and instructions, it ap- 
peared to be decided in the negative. 
A count was demanded. 


Mr. STEPHENS inquired whether it was too | 


late to divide the question. 

The SPEAKER said it was not, and declared 
the question to be first on the motion to refer, and 
then on the instructions to the committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, said he under- 


stood the objects of the mover to be that the com- 
mittee should first report who was entitled to the 
return, and who should hold the seat while the in- 
quiry was going on in the committee as to the 
election. 


Mr. HUNTER said that was his object. 


Mr. HAMLIN observed that there seemed to be 


some misunderstanding as to the purport of the 
resolution. The gentleman insisted that it was 
merely a resolution of inquiry. Mr. H. did not 
so understand it. 


presumed state of facts. But how could the House 
know that such a state of facts did exist? The 
committee must report who was entitled to take a 
seat under the seal of the State, and then to report 
who had received the greatest number of votes. 
This embraced facts which neither the House nor 
the gentieman could know. If the House was to 
depart from its usual course in one case, why not 
in all ? 

Mr. HUNTER said it was only to get at the 
facts that he wished the committee to inquire. 

Mr. HHAMLIN said the instructions required of 
the committee to inquire in reference to certain 
facts which the House did not know to exist. 
‘They were stated in the memorial, but the House 
could not know whether they existed at all. And 
if it pursued this course in reference to one memo- 
rial, it ought to do so in regard to all memorials. 
It was likely to lead to contusion. One claimant 
might present evidence which went to show that 
he was elected when he was not, and this was often 
done. An official certificate was often civen to the 
man who had received the smallest number of votes. 
W hat might be the result in the present case he did 


not pretend to know: but he thought that this me- || 
morial ought to take the same course with all other | 


memorials of the like kind. He agreed with the 
rentleman from Virginia, however, in one thing: 
if’ the Committee of Elections should be satisfied 
that the contesung member made a prima facie case, 
and the sitting member did not, let them so report, 
but ull that fact was ascertained, their hands ought 
not to be tied. 

Mr. BAYLY said that the gentleman from Maine, 
who had just taken his seat, appeared to think that 
the motion of his (Mr. B.’s) colleague [Mr. Hun- 
TER] was based on assumed facts of which the 
House knew nothing. 
accompanied by tesumony which showed that at 
the time the Secretary of Florida made the certifi- 
cate under which the sitting member now held his 


seat, a majority of the votes which he was legally || 


authorized to count was given for the contesting 
memorialist. The certificate was founded on mis- 
take; and the reason why his colleague desired to 
separate between the question of election and the 
question of return was this: If the facts went to 
show that the commission which the return mem- 
ber read had been given by mistake, his object 
was to put the memorialist into that seat to which 
he would have been entitled but for a mistake of 
the returning officer. At the time the certificate 
was given, the election returns from the different 
counues in Florida were not all in; but even on 
the votes which were actually in at that time, the 
contesting member was entitled to a return as 
having received a majority of the votes which the 
Secretary had a right to count. The practical 
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As he understood the instruc- | 
tions, they required the committee to report on a | 


Now, the memorial was || 


operation of the instructions was this: to require of 


the Committee of Elections to say which of these 
two claimants was to be the contestor. 

In the memorial before the House, Mr. Brock- 
enbrouch claimed a seat on two grounds: first, be- 
cause he was technically entitled to the return; and 
secondly, because he was actually elected. The 
first question obviously was, who was entitled to 
the return? ‘The Constitution distinguished be- 
tween an election and a return. It said that each 
House was to be the judge of the election, return, 
and qualification of its members. The question 
first coming up was, who was entitled to the re- 
turn? Who, prima facie, is entitled to the seat? 


‘The question of actual election arises afterwards. | 


Suppose a returning officer had made his return 
fraudulently, (as Mr. B. believed had been the 
case in the famous New Jersey election,) would 
that House refuse to inquire into this fraud in the 
return ull it had gone into a thorough inquiry who 
had been actually elected by the people ? It was 
true that the sitting member had crolnend a com- 
mission under the great seal of the State of Florida; 
but the testimony on the table, which was a certi- 





Dee, 2. 


| ficate under seal of the Secretary himself, wep; , 
show that the Secretary of State, whose dys, 
was to cast up the votes and to give the eer: 
cate on which the Governor’s return was founde: 
had made a mistake in that certificate. yy p' 
cared nothing about precedents; the Constity,,,, 
distinguished between returns and elections. , 
the resolution followed the Constitution. |; y.... 
amere resolution of inquiry, and he hoped 
House would sustain it. 

Mr. GRAHAM said it was true that the (,). 
stitution did speak of election as well as of retyy,. 
but it put the election first, and the return afterwar;, 
These instructions put the return first, and the ele. 
tion afterwards; they put the second question firs 
| The return depended upon the election. None oy, 
| to receive the return but the man who was eler;,.9 
| and therefore the first thing was, to ascertai), y 

had received a majority of the legal votes es, 
He thought that the House was invited to 
prematurely, and first to decide a question whi 
| ought to be second in order. The very fact th»: 
| this resolution was novel, and proposed & cours: 
altogether without precedent, might, in itself, |, 
sufficient to satisfy the gentleman from Vireiyi, 
that he was incorrect. He might, with the gap 
| propriety, give similar instructions to the comm. 
tee on every case of contested election. 

Mr. HUNTER interposed to say that the ques- 
tion of return and the question of election wey 
very different questions, though he readily 

| mitted that that on election was the main question 

| Mr. GRAHAM resumed. If so, then why. 
cumber the House and the committee with dues. 
tions about the return? Let the question come 

| first, as it did in its own nature. It was surely 
improper to put a subsidiary and subordinate firs, 
What a spectacle would such legislation ex}! 
to have a committee reporting one month that o 

| gentleman was entitled to a seat, and the 1 

|} month that another was, and on the third that | 

first gentleman had actually been elected: tis 

favoring the House with a new member every new 

moon. [A laugh.] : 

Mr. CABELL said that, personally, he felt ; 
tirely indifferent as to the fate of the resolutio 
Having the Governor’s commission, he felt }yin- 
| self justly entitled to his seat, and he did not doui: 
that the Committee of Elections would, upon ey- 
amination, report not only that his return \ 
proper, but that a majority of the legal votes ha 
been cast in his favor. He would, however, mak 
a single remark in reply to the gentleman from 
Virginia last up, [Mr. Bayty.] That gentlema 
had stated to the House that the certificate giv 
by the Governor of Florida had been given by 
mistake, and that by the election law of Florida 
the memorialist [Mr. Brockenbrough] had be: 
justly entitled to the return. Mr. C. supposed 
probable that the gentleman from Virginia had 
looked only at one law; he felt confident that if 
the gentleman had seen all the laws of Flonda: 
| relation to elections, he would have arrived at 4 
| different conclusion. Mr. C. entertained no dow 
| that, to quote the gentleman’s own expression, ht 
| was himself ‘unquestionably entitled”? to the sea! 
| he occupied. As to the certificate having be: 
| given by mistake, Mr. C. would state, as a mo 
ter of justice, that the Secretary of State of Flor 
| ida had told Mr. C. that he was unquestiona)ly 
| elected; but that, according to the laws of the' 
| State, he should be obliged to give the return 
| Mr. Brockenbrough; and it was because that, #! 

one time, the Judges of Probate had been requires 
| to make their returns to the Secretary of St! 
and the Secretary, computing the votes so rewurnes, 
was to make his report to the Governor, but ts! 
the oflicers presiding at the several different preciic's 
having failed to send on their returns, the certifical 
| would have to be given according to the appare 
majority. Having received this information fre" 
the Secretary, Mr. C. had written to his friends 
send on their returns without delay, so as to have 
them in the Secretary’s office within the ume i! 
ited by law. His friends instantly complied, 
returns were sent in, and, at the end of thirty 44)» 
prescribed by law, a different state of facts exis" 
from those which existed at the time the Secretary 
| had given him this information. At the previol 
time the majority was for Mr. Brockenbrouz": 
|| but at the close of the thirty days, Mr. C. had a 
| majority of about two hundred votes. The ae 
_ retary of State had declared to Mr. C. that, 10 *\s 
|| view, the returns of the Judges of Probate wo" 
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i] and void Such, also, had been the opinion of 
ull at ae 


r \ttorney General of Florida; and he presumed 

tne 2 « 2 ° 

‘ t these officers were as good authority re spect- 
a . “ 


Florida as the gentleman from Vir- 
gu a . 

Not desiring to claim a seat here improperly, 
Mr. C. had suggested to the Secretary that all the 
yotes given by the Judges of Probate should be 
counted, thereby siving Mr. Brockenbrough one 
hundred and fifty votes more than he would other- 
wiae have been credited with, because the declara- 
ion of the Secretary of State, that the returns of 
the Judges of Probate were null and void, had pre- 
vented Mr. C. from getting those returns from 
several Whig precinets. Had not the Secretary 
eiven Mr. B. this assurance, he should have had 
a majority of one hundred and ninety votes. ‘The 
memorialist asked the House io disregard three 
jundred votes, which had not been sent in in con- 
sequence of this declaration of the memorialist’s 
personal and political friend, the Secretary of State. 
i \ir. C. here asked for the reading of the certificate 
wiven by the Secretary; and it was read accord- 
mgly si} 


\ir. C., in conclusion, observed, that the amount | 


of the whole matter was simply this: If the Secre- 
tarv of State in Florida had computed the votes 
in a particular way, Mr. Brockenbrough would 
have the majority; but if the votes were computed 
according to law, the result would be in his own 
favor. He did not know that it was necessary to 
introduce the law of Florida here; that was a thing 
for the committee to consider. If the House so 
desired, he would read it; but if not, he should be 
satisfied to let it go to the committee. 

Mr. DOUGLASS said that the discussion thus 
far had satisfied him that the House ought not to 
attempt to decide what it would do in this case. 
Listening to verbal statements and the reading of 
certificates only tended to confuse their minds by 
partial views. He thought the safer way would 
he to refer the whole question to the Committee of 
Elections, with instructions to report specifically on 
ihe points at issue. If it was true that the contestor 
had a majority of all the legal votes, and that the 
sitting member had not been entitled to his return, 
ihe committee could decide on that fact. If, again, 
it was true that, according to the votes returned at 
the time, the sitting member was entitled to his 
certificate, but that there were other votes which 
ought to have been returned and counted, the com- 
mittee could decide on that question also. Accord- 
ing as they settled these points, the sitting member 
sould retain his seat or yield it to the memorialist, 
wad let him retain it till the question of election 
was decided. A committee could settle these ques- 
tions much better than the House. Meantime Mr. 
D. was unw'lling to give a vote which should com- 
mit his own action or prejudge the question. Let 
the committee report which of the claimants ought 
to have received the certificate at the time it was 
given, and let him be the sitting member till the 
juestion of election should be finally decided. ‘The 
resolution was merely one of inquiry; it settled 
nothing; but as it went to facilitate the settlement 
of the question, he was in favor of passing it. 

Mr. BAYLY had but a word to offer. His 


frend from Florida, the sitting member over the 


way, (for he was so happy as to siand in relations | 


of personal friendship to both the claimants,) had 
greatly misconceived Mr. B.’s habits, if he sup- 
posed he had made up his opinion as to the elec- 
tion law in Florida, without examining all the laws 
on that subject. At the time he investigated this 
question he had before him copies of all those laws 
certified by the Secretary of State: he had also the 


other statutes of Florida; and it was only after an | 


*xamination of the whole ground that he had 
‘ome to the conclusion that the only return which 
‘he Secretary of State in Florida was entitled to 
onsider would have given the certificate and, con- 
‘equently, the commission, to Mr. Brockenbrough. 
Whether Mr. B. was a better judge of the laws of 
Florida than the Secretary of State, was a question 


ic did not feel called to investigate. Of one thing | 


} Reis a * 2 ° 
, Was very sure—that if the Secretary had given 


than the re 
bate, his course had been entirely erroneous. It 
seemed that that officer had counted all the votes 
ts they came in, without reference to the officer by 
, and based his return upon them. 
said that he did not care how the Louse 


but he was sure that if they would look 


Mr. B. 
di cided; 
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\ on which to fill’ the seat. 
IS certificate to the Governor on any other basis |, 
turns to him made by the Judges of Pro- || 


into the laws of Florida they would be convinced 
that the memorialist was entitled to his seat, and 
they would come to this conclusion whether the 
committee took astrictly technical view of the sub- 
ject or looked to the broad tact who was elected. 
in either case, it would be found that Mr. Brock- 
enbrough was entitled both to the return and to 
the seat finally. ‘The Secretary of State had neither 
wholly obeyed the law, nor W holly disobeyed it. 
He disregarded the law in receiving all votes which 
came im within thirty days, though they were not 
returned by the proper officers; and he obeyed the 
law by refusing to count other votes which had 
come in aiter the thirty days had expired. Cer- 
tainly if he adhered to the law in one case, he 
should have done so in both eases. Mr. B. cared 
not whether the House would adhere to the law 
or not—either way Mr. Brockenbrough was enti- 
tled to a seat. The gentleman from Llinois | Mr. 
Dougtass| had misunderstood the resolution aid 
the argument, if he supposed that the House was 
asked to decide as to the facts of the case; but as 
there were two distinct questions involved—first, 
on the return, and then on the election, Mr. B.’s 
argument had been designed to show that the 
question on the return came up first in order. He 


| was happy to find the gentleman agreed with him 


as to Instructing the committee. ‘The importance 
of doing so was shown by the facet that some con- 
tested elections had been delayed for six months. 
Now, was it not important that during all that pe- 
riod the seat should be occupied by the individual 
who had been justly entitled to the return, and 
that therefore that question should be first decided ? 
Nay, he was just reminded by a friend that a for- 
mer contest respecting a Florida election had not 
been decided during a whole Congress, and the 
same thing might happen again. Surely it ought 
to be settled who was prima fucie entitled to a seat 
on the floor. It might so happen that decisions of 
great importance might turn on that single vote. 
As the instructions settled nothing as to the final 
question, he hoped they would not be objected to, 
Mr. SCHENCK said he had no pretensions to 
a particular acquaintance with the laws of Florida, 
though he did profess to know something about 
the election laws of his own State. Wasting time 


| on inquiries of that sort was only escaping from 


the true question, for that question would not be 
atfected by any decision of this House as to what 
was or was not the law of Florida. Mr. S. had 
been somewhat surprised to hear gentlemen say, 
that theugh two issues were submitted to the com- 
mittee, they must both be decided in the same 
way; he believed they might be decided in differ- 
ent and opposite ways. The officers who made 
the return of members to Congress acted merely 
in a ministerial capacity; and, so acting, might 
often be constrained, by the duty of their office, to 
furnish a certificate to a party whom they well 
knew not to be justly entitled to it, because not 
elected by the people. Was this statement too 
strong? Might it not happen in any State, or in 
any district, that the officers charged with the duty 
of making any return might have all the subordi- 
nate returns save those from one particular county ? 
and it might be within their knowledge that the 
returns from that county had been duly sent, but 


had been lost on the way, which loss changed the | 


whole result of the. election; still they would be 
constrained to make their return according to the 


subordinate returns legally before them; and they | 


might be encouraged the more to do this from the 


| knowledge that Congress possessed a remedial 


power, and that a full investigation would expose 
and rectify the error. Though the question of 
return presented a preliminary issue; when the 
question came here, that issue was merged and 


| swallowed up in the greater one as to who was 
| elected. 


The returning officer might be bound 
and held in by the law under which he acted; but 
the House had a hicher duty; it looked beyond 
such technicalities, and went into the great issue 
as to the will of the people. The object of the 
return was merely to furnish prima facie evidence 
The sitting member 
held his seat provisionally, and subject to the in- 
quiry whether he had been legally elected. Why, 
then, spend time on the preliminary question as a 
separate issue? That inquiry might show that 
one claimant was entitled to the return, and that 
his adversary was really elected. He thought 
that the whole question should go to the commit- 
tee without instructions. ‘The question fur them 


GLOBE, 


29 


Ee eee 


to report upon was this: Shall the sittine member 
hold his seat beeause he has been elected 

It had been remarked by the gentleman from 
Virginia, that six months nught perhaps be spent 
in that inquiry. Undoubtedly it nught; and then 
What a position would the House be placed in 
should it have turned out the situng member, 
viven his seat to a contesting pe titioner, and the n 
been constrained to decide that he whom they had 
turned out was actually elected. ‘Phe House 
would be subjecte d to ereneral ridicule. 

But the on thvestivetion, 
should reverse the case put by the gentleman, and 
find it very easy to decide w hich of the parties was 
elected, and should re port accordingly, and then 


Suppose conmnittees, 
I 


by these instructions be kept two or three months 
longer disputing whe ought to have had the 
tifleate: 


cer- 
was the other clammant to be 
in the lobby of the House 
was settled? Cui bono? Of 

could it be to show who ou have 
had the return, When the man truly elected was in 
his seat? It was important that the return should 
be given, and given to the right party; but ehiefly 
in order that on the floor to which his 
State was entitled should not be left vacant. ‘The 
case might be compared to an action of ejeectment. 
{Here Mr. S. statedsome technical rese mblanees 
which the Reporter will not undertake to give. | 

Why stop at the prima facie question? Why 
not vo, at onee, to the real question in the case, 
Which was the question of election? Why not let 
the sitting member continue the sitting member till 
that question was decided? That had always been 
the course heretofore, and Mr. S. saw no reasen 
for departing from it. He hoped the memorial 
would be referred without instructions, and he felt 
no apprehension but that the committee would re- 
port on the merits just as soon as on the prelinu- 
hary issue. 

Mr. MILTON BROWN had formed no opinion 
as to whichof these parties W ould finally be entitled 
toaseatin the House. ‘The members of the [louse 
were clothed with the character of judges, and in 
that character would be ealled finaily to decide the 
question, 


t danemige 

till thet 
what in 
rhit 


Ke} 
attendance 
ques tion 


portance to 


the seat 


, 


For himself, he could pe receive no reason 
why the ordinary and long-established course in all 
cases of contested election heretofore should now 
be departed from. "This was a contest between two 
claimants of a seat in the House, and it should be 
lefi to them to make their own issues before the 
committee. The House must decide judicially 
One remark had fallen from the gentleman from 
Virginia over the way [Mr. Bayny] which seemed 
to him not a little extraordinary. ‘That gentleman 
had said that the object of the resoluuon was to 
transfer the seat of the sitting member to the con- 
testor, and require them to exchange characters— 
the sitting member to become the contestor, and 
the contestor to become the sitting member, This 
seemed to Mr. B. a rather extraordinary course for 
judges to pursue. TLow would it do to pursue such 
a course in a contest for property? A 
farm, B contests his titleand sues him. ‘The judge, 
without hearing B, makes out his case, looks cur- 
sorily at the evidence, and immediately orders A to 
give up his farm to B, and to become the plaintiff 
and sue A. 

But it was said that great delay might happen 
before the final question was settled, and great in- 
justice might be done to the claimantif he was not 
put in the seat. Undoubtedly; and would notequal 
injustice be done to the sitting member, if he was 
improperly put out of the seat? That argument 
had two edges, and applied just as much to one 
party as to the other. And, to avoid this possible 
injustice, the House was asked to go into a sum- 
mary decision. Disguise it as they would, that 
first judgment would amount to a decision of the 
whole case, and the other member jmight just as 
well take his hat and go home. 

Mr. B. repeated that he had made up no opinion 
on the case. It was too soon for him as a judge 
to have an opinion. Yet his friend over the way 
{[Mr. Bayty] threw the whole influence of his 
acknowledged talents and aequirements at once 
into one particular scale. The gentleman told the 
House he had examined the question, and that the 
contestor, and he only, was entitled to his seat. 
Indeed! But he would ask that gentleman, whether 
the representations of the sitting member had been 
heard by him? The gentleman might have looked 
very carefully and laboriously into one side of the 
question, but ought he not to hear the other side 
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efore he thoucht of making upadecision ? Would 
I a cle ion of the preliminary question exert a 
t vert reacts ‘ upon the main ques- 
Who could d t? Was it not a questio! 
‘ , er ese individuals, and ought 
the House to go into the question of the return 
t ‘ } question 
| ¢ 1 he did not care for prece- 
dent If he did t, he ought to care for them. 
At ‘ ‘i B mot pre ed to de ae 
the e had ail the facts before him, and he 
’ yn the leeal oninion of the 
over 1 wa The House, in this 
‘ i t nd W at did eco t pre Se 
It dt nmreseribe to the parties liti- 
ey should make. Now, Mr. B. 
r leaving the parties to make up their owt 
‘ ' rthe ¢ . am t 
‘ ‘ d send it to 
ee It >order t! ittee 
‘ 1« t el Vy re- 
wrt t t ‘ tof the sea and the 
' ft the ca f ind to ive 
i \ ous court, indeed, first to 
[ 1 i ‘ to ae ‘ 
t ! | i e was to re e that if 
tit fy delay—if i y 4 Sti 
i af roc 10 tj 
; +} ti ‘ i ft oO thie 
' Could jude ' tfully d ' ; 
i t t He did not k M > WwW 
‘ i ‘ eat, but he d vote 
‘ fore the cor ‘ 
| t t ef rey wavs 
1b Why need thers ny d And 
he ’ a ot in 
thi¢ ‘ t ‘ tie i ( 
1 ole iy { ‘ ’ 
’ lf i ‘ . 
to decid Did t , ‘ 
‘ } i ‘ ‘ 
en to y de hap Mr. | 
d T ’ ‘ } ‘ ? 
era t Ci ‘ \ t > s 
| tive were om i ‘ i 
t hod es ' eld by e the ‘ i 
‘ a the ‘ ‘ tive ; i ) 
t oor Su vere t ys Mr. I k of 
} ind heli et t ctions « rema- 
t ea uid ‘ el 
Mr. LINN BOYD 4d ed t — 
Spea ‘ rey s 1 would 
< 
i SPI 1 i | rn i 1 would merely bru r 
the H se to a ict vote on the resolutio and in- 
Mr. BOYD then de led the previ ques- 
1 wa Sf I i i d u! mat ‘ ( } 
\ lered 
| ‘ » was then divided and mut: first, « 
*} nie yor ‘ the (*, , ni é oft fete m 
{ d passed in the affir itive: s 1. on the 
instructions moved by Mr. Hunter on the present- 
i the memoria Th \ ce ded Vy yeas 
! vs. in the necative, as follows 
YEAS—Messrs. Stephe Adams, Atkinson, 
i b | er b y J es \ | + b VA 
boyd Burt Re iben Cha in, Co », Stable, 
( 1, Cummins, Cun Je rson Davis 


Edsall, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, 
CGoodvear, 

’ we. Hopkins, Hough, 
Houston, ", Hubard, Hunter, 
( 3% ikins, James H. Jo 
Joseph Johnson. George W. Jones. Seabor 
] rh Law renc®, Le ike, Li ait, La mpki l. 


Maclay, MeClernand, MeDowe!!l, McKay, John 


brie Crarvin, Giles, Gordon, Grover, 


tl s Harrmanson, 
' Edm ind 
versoll, Je 


Hnson 


P. Martin, Barclay Martin, Mort Noulto 
Niven, Norris, Payne, Perrill, Prce, Rathbu: 
bre R Ritter, Russell, Sawver, A. D. Sims. 
Leonard H. Simms, Simpson, Thomas Smit! z 
Robert Smi h. Stanton, St. John, Strong, Tavlor 


We niwortn, W hy . 
W oodworth, 


j Thurma 
Wood, Woodward, 

: ~ and Yell—s35. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy 

Anderson, Arnold, Ashmun, Barringer, Bel 


mrnenr 
CLapeseete, 


ton, Waek, 


Adams, 
l, Ben- 


ton, James Black, Blanchard, Brinkerhoff, Brod- 
head, Milton Brown, Wilham G. Brown, Bufiine- 
ton, W 1 W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, 


Clarke, Cocke. Colla- 
mer, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Daniel, Garrett 
Davis, Delano, De Mott, Dixon, Dockery, Dunlap, 


Catheart, Chase, Chipman. 
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Ellsworth, Erdman, Ewing, Foot, Geutry, Gid- 
dings, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Hamlin, ‘Hamp- 
ton, Harper, Herrick, Hilliard, E. B. Holmes, 
John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, 
Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. ingersoll, 
Andrew Johnson, Damei P. King, P. King, T. B. 
King, Leib, Lewis, Levin, McClean, McClelland, 
MeCrate, McGaughey, McHenry, Mcllvaine, 
Marsh, Miller, Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Julius 
Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Saw- 
telle, Seammon, Schenck. Seaman, Severance, 
IFruman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
Stephens, Stewart, Sykes, Thibodeaux, 
Phomasson, Be ae oe son Tibt malts, Til- 
den, ‘Toombs, Trem! ‘ V “Whi , Wi llams, 
Winthrop, W a and Yost—100. 


And so the lions were rejected. 


Strohm, 


wodrul 


struc 


ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES 








Mr.SCHENCK, as a matter of privilege, 1 — 
e fi Wi re ula! : 
Resolved, ‘That the Committee of Elections be in- 
ted to inquire whether, in any case in which a 
State ys entitled to more than one representative, 
vy : who have been admitted to take seats 
H ( iS Trepresentalives eiect in the pre- 
Convres , have been ele ted by genera! ticke 
the f tive States, and not in conf nity 
ith the provisions of the second of the 
. Act I if al nt of repres ntative s 
mg the several according to the sixth 
“ig ved June 25, 1842; and that if said 
eiecuion h veen made in a iv case, then that the 
coummitlee inquire a id re p rt. as soon as practica- 
. f © jy" ms s » elected are entit ed and 
j fied to hold seats as members of this body. 
The re iuon having bee read— 


Mr. BOYD moved that it lie on the table. 
Mr. SCHENCK called for the yeas and nays 


( { iay on the ie 
P H W divided on the call— 
Mr. COBB , ve minutes st three P. M. 
ed House adjourn; which prevailed. 
4 tT ; ‘ ‘ 
And Li 1} ied 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December “A 1845. 


= PRESIDENT laid before 
co E. Dow « oo... 


the Sen- 


The VI 


tea communicauon rom 
ro »< a » ONE ite 1 prinung of the senate for 
the 29:h Congress at twenty per cent. below the 
: by the Senate under the existing 
8 re id, and laid on the table. 





also laid before the 


RESIDENT 


Senate a report from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, in answer to a resolution of the Senate of 
ust session, calling for information relative to the 
adjustment of Spanish land grants in the State of 
Louisiana, with a report on the subject from the 


Commissioner of the General L: Wid Office. 

On mouon of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, the 
communication was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printe d. 


The VICE PRESIDENT 


i also laid belore the 
Senate a report from the Secre 


tary of War, in re- 
ate of March 3, 1845, 
river La- 


a 
] } . Ps 
piy to a resoiutlion of ihe Sen 


relauing to the harbor at the mouth of the 

fourche, Louisiana. 
a4 

On motuon of Mr. 


colmmunicauion was laid on the 


JOHNSON, of Louisiana, the 
table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Secretary of 
War, transmitung the Annual Report of the Com- 
Thissioner of Pe HNSIOnS. 
on of Mr. SEV IER, the communication 
was laid on the ered to be printed. 

A message was receive d from the House of Re p- 
resentatives, stating that they had passed a reso- 
lution appointing a committee, on their part, to su- 
perintend the expenditure of money for the pur- 
books for the Library, and asking therein 
the concurrence of the Senate 

{The committee of the House consists of Messrs. 
Bropueap, E. W. Husarp, and W. W. Camp- 
BELL. | 


On mou 


table, and ord 


, 
chase of 


NATIONAL DEFENCE. 
Mr. CASS submitted the following resolutions, 
which he over, viz: 
Resolred, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the ’ 
the national! fortifications and of their armaments, 


and whether other defensive works are necessary; 





condition of 





paws into the condition and quantity of th 
supplies; and into the state of the means 
by the Government for the defen 

Resolved, That tne Commiitiee on the 
instructed t 


to inquire into the present « 


that great branch of the public service, and j 


state of the militia laws; and that they be 
structed to report su h changes in the ex 


e of the 


Dec. 9, 


M 


i 


tem as will give more experience and ef 


that arm of defence, and will place it j tine 


dition for protecting the 
posed to foreign invasion. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Nay 
be instructed to inquire into the condit 
navy of the United States, and into 
and condition of the naval Supplies now 
and whether an 
to the 


counwry snuou 


increase of them is not 


i 
efficient operations of the navy 


preservation and augmentation; and, gene 


its capacity for defending our coast and 
merce, and for any service the exigs 
country may probably require. 


eve WIS 


presented the petition 


b r WD..¢ he ‘ L- 
> of the Patent Office, asking 
to ‘alee out patents for certain inventions. 


Mr. pueeeesecnoe presented the pe 


Henry L. Hull, of New York, for r 
and arrearages due him by the United 
soldier from 1839 to 1842. ° 

Mr. BENTON presented the petitir 
Mi er, a 


during the last 


serreant in C; 
war, pra ying x to be ay 
senger to the Senat 
The following inidiees was rece 
President of t United States, by the h 


he 
Walker, his Private Secretary: 


To the Senate and House of Re; 


resentati 


I communicate herewith a letter re 
} President F ‘ ' , waver 
tive resident of the eXisting gover 
State of Texas, transmitting duplicate 
. 
constitution formed DY ** the deputies 


of Texas, in convention assembled, 


with official information that ** the said 
‘has been ratified, confirmed, and ad: 
‘ people of Texas themselves, in accorda: 
‘ ioint resolution for annexing Texas 


j 


; . +." 
‘ States, and in order that Texas might 


. of the States of that Umo 


as one 


W asninctox, Dec. 9, 1845. 


Me ssar 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The VICE PRE: 

order of the d Ly, be ing the e€ 
of the Senate. 


lection of 


The Senate then pre CLE de d to ball i 


tary; and the 
was announced as follows: 

Total number of ballots, 49; 25 nec 
choice. 

For Assury Dickens, 
24. 

Assvury Dickens was re-ele 

the Senate. 

The Senate was about then to pros 
for Sergeant-at-Arms and Doorkeeper, 
Mr. J. M. CLAYTON submitt ed ¢ 
suspend the ballot, 
Sergeant-at-Arms and Doorkeeper 


Mr. HAY We OD. The rule of th 


quires that the officers shall be ele eted by 
Very well; 


Mr. J. M. CLAYTON. 
press the mouc 
The Senate 
reant-at- 

was announced as follows: 

Total — of ballots, 47; nec 
choice, 

For ed Beau, 40; 
4; blanks, 3. 

So Rosert Beatt was elected aes 
and Doorkeeper, to fill the vacancy 
death of Epwarp Dyer. 


The Senate then proceeded to ballot for an - 


aptain Caldwe 


JAMES K 


e and documents were laid 


SIDENT proceed 
ballots having been taken, the 
26; for Judge 


Pet 


sroceeded to ball 
Arms «ana Doorkeeper; when te 


POLK. 


essary t 


ted Secretary 


lite 


e 


essary 


ant-at-Ar 


} by ‘ 


ised | 


ant Doorkeeper; when the result was annoul! 


as follows: 
Whole number 
choice, 25. 


of votes, 49; ne 


~ . id; 
For Sern Sauissury, 24; James Yorxe, I; 


J. L. Cuvss, 1; P. Ranpe tpn, 3; 
LAND, J]; Samvuex Strettovies, |. 





cessary ¢ 


Isaac lio: 


ea 
Lhe 3 
for a Serre- 
ra 


STURGES, 


‘ 


and appoint ee RT DEALL 


senate Te- 


for Raxpo.pn Core, 


4 
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T re be ng no choice, the Senate proceeded to of the C imittee ¢ Comme €:; whe the result introd i making a ‘ —_ 
9 i ballot, the result of which was announced = was announced as follows: Mr. H rywood 26, Mr. struction of a ! a i the f f 
rs Davis 19 Mary, itlet of Lake Superior 
: number of votes, 49: necessary to a So Mr. Hayw — ted C} ‘ ? +} : 
, ul er of té 49; D ssar L i So - ayw D ¥ $ elected man of th 
Wh , : . 2 Ee : , 3 SCHOOLS IN ILLINOIS. 
» ( im St l f e. 
cs: seprrT. 24; Youne, 22; Hoxrann, 3. The Senate then proceeded to ballot for Chairman Mr. WENTWORTH gave notice that he wv i 
' * em? 19 choice, the Senate pre eeded two of the { i € Mi Pe _ ar he he ooenati to- row. or on 8 ; future day. ask leave to 
q’ the result of which was announced || was an: ed as follows: Mr. Dickinson 26, Mr. troduce a to repeal the jomt re f 
* Sim 2] M 3, 1845. i ' » the Secectery of 
number of votes, 49; necessary to a So Mr. Dickinson was elected Chairman of th lreasury taken t nsibility of with- 
Lae cS } Vi Ex, ; j rt f ti a} ‘ | 
-;secry, 23; Hottanp, 23; Yorne, 3. The S the anit te Wali Get Chai. 
eing again no choice, the Senate pro- | 1 f the ( ee on Ag e;v é COMMITTEE OF CLAIMS. 
fourth baiuot, the resuit of Which wa res \ 1 as f s: Mr. S ‘ | SPEAKER a 
i ‘ ys: ” a ” ri i nh ‘ 
5 ows: 26, Mr. | a) : i e othe i i i 
pun ber of votes, 49; necessary to a So Mr. Srerar acted Chakeanot te || Oo" | — 
25. { pittee Ag l re, al = ? : 
.ac HoLianp, 25; Setru Sarissury, 22; H. The Senate then eeded to ballot for Chair- Mr. SCHENCK o 
: a ‘3 ed ; 
TELL. 1: Mr. PEASE, l. nial of he ¢ lee « J lary Aflairs; when - . 4 
©, I<aac Hoxianp was clected Assistant Door- the r tv ed as follows: Mr. Benton Mr VANCE r t ‘ 
e place of Rogert Beat. 97. Mr. Crittenden 21. ; ; a 
a > . 2 = > ” m E ¢ , . iif af 
J. M. CLAYTON submitted the following So Mr. Besxton was elected Chairman of the eirwries ‘ Cex aise Cla 4 
Ce ee on M y Af : eved tht ili ail 
. That the person or persons elected The S weeded t ot for Chair- on 
> ALE § uc re ir j to slg ‘ I o1 t ( ‘ tie M en Une Ly i i , 
; e He ° a a 
to Go he pr ing of i@ Sel f no res i asfollows: Mr. A ison 25. The : ; ; : 
‘ vy per c¢ inder t prices fixed M Barrow 2 . : i 
{ ‘ . > al ol uf 4 s S . 
t inl), w ane ‘ n aes 1€ GO 4 mo wir. ATCHISON Was ¢ ed Chairm in of t So Mr. Vaxce w ; ed 
i does not exceed five thousand, C Litt eM 
-three and a third per cent. less whe The Senate the eeded to t for ¢ ? GENERAL TICKET ELECTIONS 
r &. sand : é the f+ ’ ‘ r pir 4 
KCeeaus ive ( u ana wih i Ir f e ¢ e. \ A . ‘ I =Pf L\KER . . i , 
tall werntet / i 
m : Peer ae, ; €s y i as \s Mr. Fairfield ed to be the resolut Mr. Scnexce 
S, ho e sh be made 10 27, Mr. Mang 2] M BRODHEAD ' bel elias 
. Or set yup of th me aoc- So M S\IRFIEI ted ¢ F thie o} : , : . ( ete f 
< C i \ : W { . j ‘ 
office I f ( Pp Lands; wh Ohio, [Mr. Ses 
I. C] t i i iit w ed follows: Mr. Bre 26 The SPEAKER | t f ‘ 
a ui ior \1 Wi j le +] al ; ' ' 
y Insis ying 3 So Mr. Brees: elected Chairman of the ersede 
ould be wkKen pfor 1€Tra- ( P r @ ~ ai ‘ an 
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re ™* i er * 4 - xf 
NTINGTON rr juested i€ave mas Vi Levy 25, Mr. J of L ‘ S epre \ 
- ; 4 
wall < ’ ue : 
ex juon of the order I if - S i Levy Vv elected rman of the Com- } i 
¢ ! s of the Sen te, iv I Priv a i ¢ 3 4 ( ; ; 
fF he } ‘ here v a e no ~ ¢ + ¢ . 
. i ii uu ii ’ 4 i i ‘ Yi ‘ ed > f ‘ * ‘ ‘ ~ 
" ry ? a - ‘ 4 
K. He had understood 1t to ! el - of ( : I v ; 
> ; ‘ } - ft . 
riends to vote for him in el the re i vs: Mr. S a ee 
laKe e,as cl rl not of te ig 26. Mr. Phe 2) ~ ord ‘ 
€ tfi- “ } = : , oom ae re 
\\ e he gratei y acknowle ed this So M EVIE Sy. ted ( rian of tie Es », 1842 : t 
, he was elled, by the feeble state of — ( tt j At , t 
} . 1 wy rk of t r * ‘ ( 
ecline this proposed ma f thei The § vo ce 
Hie had been for som ime c fined I of t ( 4 ( : ‘ ; i 
j 1 protracted indisposition, and his a % Mer J 
: ° 2 a/ _ ~- , s ow 4 
ts fi ien restored to enabie him \ ‘ > 4 hig ; 
Seer r i rie attending to the ad es Vv rh So M Bacsyr 3 ae the ré i XI I ' 4 
; ld necess i Se m hum. ( ittes { r l t 
fore rew him self on the indulgence of The Ss , “Ee ee eer ae ° C) 
os . to ex se him fr serv : vof ¢ k ? ( 7 es 
\ . nim tf i rving ' i : a : a Rev \ ‘ { ; ; F 
; } } ' UU j t f ’ 
. i he hoped his nam e€ would not (¢ 1s ‘ . a a coe 4 
2 ¥ a 4 
i fu i bout t ' Oe [ I é ™ 4 uf ‘ 4 
RGES, 3 i if ‘- > cin < -*' ° iOWws Mr. > IpHE WD, Vl J py 8 \ io _ 1 1 s 
> eing about to proceed to ballot for So Mr. Sempue S ¢ Ch ft Bed B I J B J 
a . tteee as tT ¥ r r ‘ tt 
ry ff 5 iittees— Committ. Rev y x B oe +B : JW 
| Ar ; ; } = mY 
1.LLEN een desired y an The S . } , els of G.R ( » ( { 
led 1 OF ° 9 
senat 7 ith Caro » (Mr. Cc} ( . t Fasd “ ( ( rk, ( ‘ ( ( ss 
; * ‘ : tp ¢ } : 1 fean ¢ 
E,| 0 ask tne 3 e to be excused i wh the r ed as follow ‘i gs. ¢ ae j Lie 
? +} ttpee Th eerer a = . 3 + » ] af r t . 
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rick, Hilliard, E. B. Holmes, J. W. Houston, 
Saml. D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Wash- 
invton Hunt, Jose | h R. Ingersoll, Damel P. King, 
Thomas B. King, Lewis, Levin, Mellvaine, 
Marsh. Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Julius Rock- 
well, John A. Rockwell, Root, Schenck, Seaman, 
Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb 
B. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Strohm, Thibo- | 
deaux . ‘Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, Tilden, 
‘Toombs, ‘Trumbo, Vance, White, Winthrop, 
Woodrutl, and Young—69. 
So the resolution was laid on the table. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. McKAY, from the select committee on 
public printing, aske d leave to make a report from 
that committee, on the subject of printing. It was 
very desirable that early action should be had upon 
thie surlyje ct. All he proposed to do was to offer 
the re it through two readings, 
that it be laid on the table, and printed; giving 
notice that he should call it up to-morrow for the 
action of the House. 

The SPEAKER, The resolution can only be 
received by the general consent of the House. 

N ) objection being made, Mr. McKAY report 
ed a joint resolution, supplementary to the ‘ reso- 
* Jution directing the manner in which the printing 
‘of Conevress should be executed, fixing the prices 
‘thereof, and providing for the appointment of a 


‘ 





! 
Huillon, to pa 


printer or printe rs.’ 

‘This resolution provides in case of the same 
person or persons being elected printers for both 
Hiouses, the charee for the setting of the type 
shall be paid only in one Elouse under certain re- 
Atrictions, 

The resolution was twice read, and laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. MeK AY, on leave, moved to refer the An- 
nual Report of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury on 
of Government, to the Committee of 
Wavs and Means, so as to enable the committee 
to proce ed to act. 

Ordered accordingly. 


the finances 


THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
Mr. DOUGLASS rose to offer a series of reso- 


lutions for the reference of the President’s Mes- 


e, believing it essential that it should be refer- 
red immediately, to enable the committees to vo 
to work. Ile therefore moved the resolutions 
now, and gave notice that he should follow this 
motion by a motion to refer the resolutions to the 


committees of the House on the subject of the re- | 


solution 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman that it 
would require a vote of two-thirds to offer this re- 
solution; but that a simple majority was compe- 
tent to ro inte the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; and the committee then could 


act on these, or any other resolutions which might 


come betore it. 

Mr. DOUGLASS accordingly moved that the 
rules be now suspended, and that the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; giving notice that, when in 
committee, he would offer the resolutions of which 
he had given notice. 

Mr. COLLAMER wished to inquire of the gen- 
tleman if it was his design that the House should 
eo into Committee of the Whole onthe state of the 
Union before his resolutions were mtroduced ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 
a vote of two-thirds would be required to submit 
the resolutions to the House; but that a major- 
ily Was competent to go into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

In reply to an inquiry, by some gentleman who 
was not seen, whether the resolutions would be in 
order in committee ? 

The SPEAKER said, that was for the commit- 
tee itself, and not for the Chair, to determine. 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative—ayes 79, noes not counted. 

So the House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Bovp in the chair.) 

Mr. DOUGLASS rose and offered the following 
resol tions: 

Resolved, That so much of the annual Message 
of the President of the United States to the two 
Houses of Congress at the present session as re- 
lates to our foreign affairs, together with the ac- 
companying correspondence in relation thereto, be 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


2. That so much of said Message as relates to | 
the condition of the treasury; to the reduction and | 


modification of the tariff with reference to revenue; || 
to the extension of our revenue laws over the ter- | 


ritory of Texas; to the payment of the public debt, 
and to the establishment of a constitutional trea- 
sury and the separation of the affairs of Govern- 
ment from all banking institutions, be referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

3. That so much of said Message as relates to 
the condition and oy rations of the army of the 


United States; to forts, fortifications, and military | 


posts on the line to Oregon, and the raising and 
mounting an adequate force to guard and protect 


emigrants thereto and elsewhere, together with the | 
report of the Secretary of War, except so much | 
thereof as may be herein otherwise specially re- | 


ferred, be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 
4. ‘hat so much of said Message as relates to 


Indian affairs, and to the extension of our laws |! 
regulating trade and intercourse with the several | 


tribes to such as reside west of the Rocky moun- 
tains, together with so much of the report of the 


Secretary of War as relates to these matters, be re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


5. That so much of said Message as relates to | 


the condition and operations of the Navy of the 
United States, and to the increase of the same— 


especially in steam vessels for the defence of our 


coasts, harbors, and inland seas, and the protec- 
tion of our commerce on the ocean or the lakes— 
together with the report of the Secretary of the 
Navy, be referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

6. That so much of said Message as relates to 
the office of the Attorney General, and the distri- 
bution of duties among the several Executive de- 
partments; and so much as relates to the extension 
of our judicial system over the Territory of Texas, 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

7. That so much of said Message as relates to 
the Post Office Department, to the rates of postage, 
to the extension of mail service, a line of mails to 
Oregon, and lines of mail steamers between our 


country and foreign ports, as well as upon our | 


own waters, together with the report of the Post- 


master General, be referred to the Committee on | 


the Post Office and Post Roads. 
8. That so much of said Message as relates to 


the government and organization of the Territories || 


of the United States, to the admission of new 


States into the Union, and the protection of our | 


citizens in Oregon, by extending to them our laws 


and jurisdiction, together with so much of the ac- 


companying documents of the Message as pertain 


to these subjects, be referred to the Committee on 


Territories. 


9. ‘That so much of said Message as relates to 
the public lands, to the reduction and graduation 
of the price of the same, to granting pré-emptions 
to the actual settlers thereon, and to thé disposition 
of the mineral lands, be referred to the Committee 


on the Public Lands. 


10. That so much of said Message as relates to 
the District of Columbia, be referred to the Com- 


mittee on the District of Columbia. 


Mr. SCHENCK inquired of the Chair, how a 
Committee of the Whole could refer any matter to 


itself? 


whatever. 
The resolutions having, 
read— 


Mr. SCHENCK said he had not before heard it 
He now thought the matter was made 
How could one committee of the House 


aright. 
worse, 
refer a subject to another committee ? 


The Cuair replied that it was perfectly compe- 


tent for a Committee of the Whole to pass such ¢ 
resolution. 
the House afterwards. It was only in the nature 
of a recommendation to the House to pass a cer 


tain resolution, just as the standing committees 


were in the habit of recommending. 


Mr. SCHENCK said that if it was only a re- 
commendation, and no assumption of authority 
which did not belong to the committee, he would 


withdraw his objection. 
Mr. DOUGLASS explained. 


that the proceeding now proposed was in stric 


conformity with what had been done in like cases | which was most distinctly avowed in tl 


I! 


He did not think the committee was capa- |} once whether the policy of protecting Ame! 
ble of making, on its own authority, any reference || industry was to be subverted or establishet 


on a call, been again 


It was to be subject to the action of 


Before he had | 
drawn these resolutions, he had carefully examined || 
the precedents on the Journal, and he could state 
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heretofore. The Executive messages had = 
taken up in Committee of the Whole, and i 
rious subjects of which they treated had ied a 
| been referred to standing committees in conformit, 
to resolutions adopt d in Committee of the WwW} i: 

Mr. SCHENCK would take the liberty of - “s 
gesting to the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr, Do,.. 
LASs,] so to modify the phraseology of his ress), 
tions, as to make only a recommendation, ig 

After some explanation, and the Chairman hay. 
|| ing stated that the proceeding was perfectly oe 
| cordance with the practice in such cases—~ 

Mr. SCHENCK was understood to acquiese 
| the decision, as he did not renew his objection ; 

And the question then being on the adoption of 
the first resolution— 

Mr. WINTHROP asked for the reading of 1), 
| whole of the resolutions in connection, befiyy the 
House should be called upon to act on either 
| them, so that it might be understood in what », 

ner the mover intended to partition out the seyers 
subjects in the Message. This was particula;ly 
important, because there might be some douly , 
reference to particular portions of that docun 
whether strictly considered, they referred to oy: 
domestic affairs. For example, this doubt mict: 
apply to all that was recommended in relatioy ; 
Texas. He wished to see, before he voted, y 
| arrangement the gentleman contemplated. 
The House acquiescing in this suggestion, : 
| whole of the resolutions were read in order. 
And the question then recurring on the adopt) 
| of the first resolution, it was taken, and decided jy 
the aflirmative. 
So the first resolution was adopted. 


THE TARIFF. 


The second resolution having been read, as f 
| lows: 

Resolved, That so much of said Message as pr- 
| lates to the condition of the Treasury; to the pe- 
| duction and modification of the tariff, with ref. 
| ence to revenue; to the extension of our rey 

laws over the Territory of Texas; to the payment 
of the public debt, and the establishment of a « 
stitutional treasury, and the separation of th 
fairs of government from all banking institutions— 
be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. STEWART, of Penn., moved to amend it 
| by adding thereto the following words: 
“That it is the sense of this House that no alter- 
| ation should be made in the tariff of 1842.” 
| In supporting this motion, Mr. 8. said, that he 
|| thought the House ought to meet this question at 
|| once. It seemed to him to be the duty of this com- 
mittee to give an expression of its views on the 
| general subject. The people had heard with alaru 
the language of the Executive Message on the 
subject of the tariff. Mr. S. was in possession of 
letters just received from individuals who had 
commenced manufacturing establishments, and 
who wished to know whether it would be safe for 
: || them to proceed. Their inquiry of him was, what 
| was going to be done—whether the entire syste 
of protective policy was to be overturned, as had 
| been nanan by the Executive? That in 
quiry was coming up from all parts of the country, 
and he thought it the duty of that House to repy 
~ t 


to those inquiries, and to let the people know at 
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1. Sure- 


ly it was their obvious duty to come up fo 
—— fairly and openly, and at once to gives 
istinct expression of their views. 

| It had been intimated by a gentleman from A 
bama, over the way, [Mr. Payye,] that the repo! 
| from the Secretary of the Treasury was a mies 
| extraordinary document. Extraordinary 1°" 
tainly was, and many new and very extraordinary 
u |} doctrines did it contain. Mr. 8. concurred a 
| heartily with the gentleman in thus much of a 
» || he had said. The report was a document se" 
- || forth doctrines in political economy such as Re" 
before had been promulgated by any authorize 
officer of Government, and the positions there a 
sumed were such as had startled the country." 
was therefore manifestly proper and highly oo 
tory on this body that it should give as promp"* 
expression as possible of its views and mt fot 
in the premises. Mr. 8. proposed to drew aa 
to view, and to public examination, in as 91°" 
manner as he could, some of these opinions. 


The first doctrine which he should notices 
1e Secres 
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